Man Ray

(1890 USA - 1976 France)
Man Ray, pseudonym of Emmanuel Radnitzky, was born in Philadelphia the eldest child of recent Russian Jewish emigrants. In 1897 his family moved away to New York. He finished his studies in 1908, then he became a regular visitor of 291 Gallery, Alfred Stieglitz’s art gallery, where he had been introduced to the photograph concept as a form of art, he could get in contact with the European Modernism for the first time.
In 1921 his family changed the surname Radnitzky in Ray and Emmauel decided to take a shorten version of his name, Man.

In 1913 Man Ray joined an artist community in Ridgefield in New Jersey. During the summer 1915 the French artist Marcel Duchamp visited the New Jersey and met Man Ray; the two artists became friends and they started collaborating.
In 1921 Man Ray left Paris and, in order to survive, he worked as portrait and fashion photographer for the tailor Jean Patou.

He became a collaborator of Harper’s Bazaar, Vogue, Vu, Vanity Fair. He tested with the photography and invented the rayogramm, said by Tristan Tzara “the perfect expression of Dadaism”. 

He was an author of avant-garde movies:  Retour à la raison (1923), Anémic cinéma with Marcel Duchamp (1925), Emak-bakia (1926), L’Etoile de mer (1928), Le mystéres du Chateau de dè (1929), pioneer of Surrealist cinema.

In 1940, he left France, because of the German resistance, and came back to USA. 

At the end of the II World War in Europe, Man Ray return to Paris. In November 1976 he was hospitalized in a private clinic because of some breath problems and a general weakness. After some days he passed away.
