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NORMAN PARKINSON
photographs 1935 - 1990

“I was lucky enough to photograph an entire age”: Norman Parkinson's career in photography lasted 56 years. 

Between 1935 and 1990, the year he died, Parks, as he liked to be called, never stopped taking photographs. 

Parkinson was born in London in 1913 under the name Ronald William Smith. He was only 20 when he opened his first photography studio and took on the name Norman Parkinson. 

An eccentric man and artist, he created the rather dramatic image that characterised him and accompanied him all through his life. Considered a great snob by many, Parkinson combined extravagant clothing and attitudes with a regular, schematic personal life, always in the company of his wife Wenda. 

From London to New York and Tobago, Parkinson photographed fashion and personalities (even becoming the official photographer of the British royal family), always with the same ironic, detached eye that consecrated him as a pioneer of fashion reporting. 

He and Martin Munkacsi were the first to take fashion photographs on the street, in which models appeared alongside real people; from the pages of the British edition of Harper’s Bazaar in the ’30s and ’40’s to the pages of Vogue America in the ’50s and '60s, Parkinson conveyed a rare vision of elegance that was never static and transformed fashion photography, bringing a new spirit of freedom to the pages of the magazines. He never gave up this apparently casual way of taking photographs, always striving to combine reality and fiction, elegance and irony in his photographs. 

Some things people have said about Norman Parkinson: 

“There are very few photographers who remember that photography can be an expression of man’s deepest creative instincts. You are among those who have never forgotten.” Richard Avedon.
“…complete mastery of his craft…” Cecil Beaton.
“…like remarkable stills from a film of interesting life..." Irving Penn.
“…wonderful sense of integrating fashion with landscape…” Alexander Liberman.
“…too much a gentleman to be a snob…” Suzy Menkes. 
