PRESS RELEASE

DON McCULLIN

Sleeping with ghost
Opening Wednesday 18th February 1997
from 7.00 pm
cocktail from 7.00 pm 

from 19th February to 29th March 1997
Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10.30 am – 7.30 pm

Wednesday and Thursday 10.30 am – 9.00 pm

Monday 3.30 pm – 7.30 pm 

Galleria Carla Sozzani

corso Como 10 – 20154 Milano, Italia

tel. +39 02.653531  fax +39 02.29004080

press@galleriacarlasozzani.org

www.galleriacarlasozzani.org
DON McCULLIN
Sleeping with ghost
“Photographs of war and peace” might be an appropriate name for Donald McCullin’s latest solo show featuring his reportages on guerrilla warfare, the people of Biafra and the Vietnam War, but also his landscapes of the Ganges, his still lifes and flowers. Almost as if to indicate a divide between before and after; between the horrors of war and the delicacy of a vase of flowers; between the hunger of a child and a basket of juicy fruit. Contrasts, inconsistencies, distortions as in Mc Cullin’s life: a poor family, life in the suburbs, then his travels to record wars. Alone. Alone he discovered photography, with surprise, rebelling against the timeless obligations of post-war British society. Alone he understood that poverty, pain, fear and death were the only challenges his photography could reveal. His bitter words sink into his photographs, rough and tortured, painful and desperate; snapshots clarifying the vision of a man for whom photography is the reason for living and photojournalism a moral imperative. The technique of dark, engraved, almost black printing helps convey a feeling of “heaviness”. McCullin considers photography to be at everyone’s service, within their reach, but no-one’s property.

He started out as a war photographer, initially seeing it as an extraordinary adventure, a test of courage, and expressing what he saw with something like rage. McCullin now considers his terrible experiences to be over, and, in a “photographic renaissance”, almost as if to cleanse himself of all that he has seen, he photographs landscapes and flowers, condemning himself to peace.

DON McCULLIN

1935

Don McCullin is born in London on October 9, and grows up in Finsbury Park, a poor neighbourhood in the north of the capital

1949

After his father’s death McCullin is forced to give up his studies and go to work in a lead soldier factory 

1954-57 

Serves in the Royal Air Force, and begins to travel in Egypt, Kenya and Cyprus 

1959

Takes a black and white photograph with a Rolleicord of a gang involved in a crime, which is published in The Observer 

1961

Marries Christine, and in the same year, is in Berlin during the construction of the wall: his photographs are published in the British Press. In the same year he signs a contract with The Observer which takes him Cyprus, Vietnam, Cambodia and the Congo

1965

Receives the World Press Grand Prix for his reportage on civil war in Cyprus.

1968

In Nigeria at the time of the Biafra war of secession. Takes some of his best-known photographs

1970

In Cambodia, where his friend Gilles Caron is killed by the Khmer Rouge.

1971

Sent to Pakistan, where he witnesses the birth of Bangladesh

1972

Arrested in Uganda and expelled for life, he goes back to Vietnam and then to Cambodia

1974

Produces a reportage on Algerian immigrants in France

1976

Sees the Karantina massacre of Palestinians in Beirut

1978

Spends time in Bradford portraying the poverty of northern England.

1979

Meets Yasser Arafat and photographs him for a book on Palestine with reporter Jonathan Dimbley. Goes back to Iran, then to Afghanistan for a reportage.

1982 

In El Salvador covering the civil war, he is seriously wounded. It is two years before he can use his left arm again. In Beirut at the time of the massacre of Palestinians in the Sambra and Chatila refugee camps, he produces one of his greatest war services for Sunday Times Magazines

1984

Stops working with the Sunday Times after 18 years of exclusive collaboration


1985

Goes to India for a few years, where he photographs day-to-day life on the banks of the Ganges. Photographs landscapes and still lifes in England and works in advertising and corporate photography

1986

Separated from his wife Christine, he lives with his new companion Larraine, with whom he has a son, Claude

1987

His first wife dies of cancer at the age of 48 

1988

Publishes “Open Skies”, a book of photographs of English landscapes

1990

Publishes his autobiography, “Unreasonable Behaviour”

1991 

Sets off for northern Iraq in March as correspondent of The Independent Magazine, just after the Kurdish rebellion and exodus following Iraqi massacres.

1992

Prints all his photographs in the darkroom for a retrospective, two exhibitions and publications 

1993

Made a Commander of the Order of the British Empire by Queen Elisabeth II and awarded an Honorary Doctorate by Bradford University. Exhibits landscapes and still lifes at Agathe Gaillard Gallery in Paris and at the Hamilton in London

1994

Publishes a retrospective of his works entitled “Sleeping with Ghost”

1995

Marries Marilyn Bridges, an American student of aerial photography

1996

Publishes “Sleeping with ghost” in the United States

1997

Continues living and working in England, in the Hertfordshire countryside
