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(CON)FUSIONE

The Tower of Babel

photographs by Eleonora Olivetti

In the exhibition “(Con)fusione”, Eleonora Olivetti presents a series of photocollages applied to ancient engravings used as bases. Distant people gaze at depictions of the Tower of Babel, which continues to cast its shadow on the human imagination. According to the biblical story, after being cast out of Eden, and after the flood, people spoke a single language, and everyone used the same words. They decided to build a giant tower that would touch the sky. In Hebrew Babel means “Door of God”. God, irritated by this act of pride, confused the figure so that men would no longer be able to communicate with one another and dispersed them over the face of the earth. Perhaps the construction of the tower of Babel was not born out of human pride and presumption, but out of desperation. With only one language in the world, it would all have been terribly monotonous, without any differences. In the iconography the diversity of languages – there are now more than 4700 – is sometimes expressed as the diversity of ethnic groups. Every population on the earth, in its diversity, has its own particular culture. This uniqueness is built over time, represented by the overlapping of past and present, and achieved by assembling engravings and different photographic images. As Diego Mormorio says, “the invention of photography is, of all our mechanical acquisitions, directly and ideologically linked with the engraving technique and the darkroom.”

Eleonora Olivetti was born in Italy in 1939. She has four children. She lives in Turin and has worked on the study of genetics of human populations at Turin University.

Solo shows

1992

“Le città non trovate”, Ken Damy Museum of Contemporary Photography, Brescia

1993

The Museum of Photography, Tel-Hai Industrial Park, Israel

1994

“Immagini di una campagna elettorale – 1994”, in collaboration with Prof. Giuliana Scimé.

1995

“Il bulino e l’obiettivo”, Ken Damy Museum of Contemporary Photography, Brescia

1996

“I volti della ricerca, la ricerca dei volti”, Italian Photography Foundation, Turin, photographs by Lorenzo Avico and Eleonora Olivetti

