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YOKO YAMAMOTO

Kagurazaka Onna Niki

Diaries: a woman tells the story of the geishas, 1983-1998

In fifteen years Yoko Yamamoto has put together a poetic, authentic story in images of the geishas living in a historic district in Tokyo. She captures the intimacy of their daily lives, focusing on the environment, the succession of the seasons, the gentility of their acts and the elegant harmony of details. On the whole her work is not intended to document their lives, but rather to express a rare representational sensibility. But when creative photography is top quality the miracle of dual value sometimes occurs, inspiring not only aesthetic admiration but deep-seated awareness of microcosms which are difficult to grasp or often abused. Yamamoto’s photographs have the virtues of personal research and at the same time provide an essential “document” preserving the memory of a world of sophisticated elegance which is now disappearing. In Japanese culture and tradition the geisha represents the quintessence of woman, who has learned, over years and years of hard work, the arts of beauty and harmony (music, singing, dance, conversational skills, etc...). In the western world we often confuse exotic beauty with fleeting encounters for a payment with a geisha, a female role unlike anything in any other society.

