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JACQUES-HENRI LARTIGUE

Rivanges

presented by Association des Amis de Jacques-Henri Lartigue, with the assistance of Mission du Patrimoine Photographique de la Direction de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine – Ministère de la Culture e de la Communication / France

Lartigue first saw the sea in 1897. From then on he passed a third of his life contemplating the marine landscape, travelling it, describing the billows, the elegance of the bathers, water games, life at the seaside. He frequented the beaches of Trouville, Biarritz and the Côte d’Azur, of the North Sea, the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, and all of them became a “location” for portraying society rendez-vous, with the ladies of Villerville on the promenade d’Etretat – sheltered from the sun and wind by straw hats and umbrellas – or recording changes in society, such as bathers engaged in water sports, canoeing and fishing, body-building or ball games. All his images clearly reveal an intimate joie-de-vivre, a sense of freedom and motion, boldly expressed for the first time. And the beaches also provided the backdrop for his loves: Bibi à l’Hotel du Cap d’Antibes or by the swimming pool; Renée resting against the balustrade with the big umbrellas. His love of the sea is total: Lartigue photographs it in winter, at dawn; captures its desolate, melancholic landscapes, inspires us to meditate with his self-portraits on the dunes of Merlimont, or shows us his friend Sala contemplating the sea at Rocher de la Vierge in Biarritz, the storms, the rough seas, the waves breaking. Jacques-Henri Lartigue’s photographs in this exhibition may look like holiday souvenirs, but in actual fact they are much more: they are fragments of existence, privileged moments combining approximation and the intimacy of his chosen subjects with the opening and expansion of locations, in spatial poetics we might call “l’immensité intime”.

Jacques-Henri Lartigue biography

1894

Born on June 13 in Courbevoie, France. His father, a businessman, gives him a camera when he is seven

1902

Takes his first photograph. Starts writing “the journal”, a diary that will last his whole life: quick notes, reflections and impressions of everyday life; a photo album, the story of his intimate and family life.

1904

Attracted by motion, he uses ingenious technical procedures to take his first instant photographs of sports, games, etc. Photographs all the attempts and experiences in flight of his brother Zissou and his cousins in Pont-d-l’Arche-Rouzat. Airplanes, automobiles, sporting events and the lovely ladies of Bois de Boulogne become his favourite subjects.

1915

Attends the Jullian Academy: painting becomes his profession.

1919 

Marries Madeleine Messanger, nicknamed “Bibi”, daughter of composer André Messanger

1921

Son Dani is born. Meets numerous artists, men of letters, actors, great champions of sports and becomes friend with some of them. Spends time in the world of film, familiarising himself with film sets and people: Jacques Feyder, Abel Gange, and much, much later, Robert Bresson, François Truffaut, Federico Fellini, etc.

1934

Marries Marcelle Paolucci, nicknamed “Coco”. Works as a fashion magazine illustrator; attends the great parties of French society in Cannes, La Baule and Lausanne as a decorator

1942

Marries Florette Orméa, who will be his companion for almost fifty years

1963

Obtains his first official recognition as a photographer with an exhibition at the Museum of Modern Art in New York and an article in “Life”.

1966

Publishes the “Album de Famille”; the international edition makes his photography popular.

1970

Publishes “Diary of a century” (Instants de ma vie), in which he publishes photographs taken before 1930 for the first time.

1975

The exhibition “Lartigue 8 x 80”, presented at the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris, is the first French retrospective of his work.

1979

On June 26 he donates his photographs to the French nation, completing the collection between April 25 1983 and May 7 1986

1985

“Le Passé Composé de Jacques- Henri Lartigue” exhibition in Arles and at the Grand Palais in Paris. Some of his works are now in the Museum of Modern Art in New York and the Art Institute of Chicago.

1986

Appointed Officier de la Légion d’Honneur. Dies in Nice on September 12.
