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VERNER PANTON

lighting and furniture

“The worst rebuke for me would be to say I have created a style, because it would mean I had stopped experimenting”. (1968)

Born in Funen, an island in central Denmark where the angels sing in polyphony, a land of great artists - painters, sculptors, composers - Verner Panton is one of the most controversial contemporary furniture designers. Panton has taken the art of simplification farther than any other designer, opening up new paths and revealing a marvellous way of using colour. He was the one who created the PANTONE colour scale, and he was the one who created the 1967 chair, built in a single piece out of a single material – plastic – eliminating the “legs”, in psychedelic colours. And he was the one who created the FUN lights: decorative objects when turned off, when turned on they transform a room into a festive oriental atmosphere, with warm diffuse light. A master of colour, though sometimes obliged to think in white, he has designed simple objects combining form and colour, design and symbolism in a single sign. The exhibition includes both vintage items and pieces that are still in production today.

Verner Panton (1926-1998)

After graduating with a diploma from the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Copenhagen, Verner Panton made his debut with Arne Jacobsen agency in 1950. In 1955 he opened his own design studio, where he designed the first of a series of moulded plastic chairs – the 1960 Panton stacking chair. A prolific creator, he has designed furniture, fabrics and lights presented in a number of different exhibitions and fairs. In 1971 he worked with Joe Colombo and Olivier Mourge on the design of the “Visiona 2” exposition for Bayer. He has received numerous international awards, including two A.I.D. (International Design Awards) in 1963 and 1968.

Architecture and interiors

Hotel Astoria, Norway, 1960; Varna Restaurant, Denmark, 1971; Junior Casino, Germany, 1973; Spiegel Publishing House, Hamburg, 1969; Gruner & Jahr Publishing House, Hamburg, 1974; Circus Building, Copenhagen, 1984

Furniture, lights and fabrics

Airborne, Casina, France & Son, Fritz Hansen, Kaufeld, kill, Herman Miller, Plus-linje, Rosenthal, thonet, trau, WK Art-Line, Holmegaards Glasvaerk, Indoor, Intertec, Lüber, Louis Poulsen, regent, Yamagiwa; Mira-X, Unika-Vaev, Vereinigte Werkstätten München

Expositions

1960/61 Unika-Vaev, Zurich, New York, Amsterdam, Brussels, Milan; 1968+ 1970 Visioba Bayer Chemical Co. Exposition Ship, Cologne, 1968+ 1969 Musée des arts Décoratif, Paris; 1977 Grand Palais, Paris; 1981 Scott Howard Associates, London; 1983 Linea ‘83

