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MARK SELIGER

Physiognomy

An iconograph of the past decade, Mark Seliger is best known as chief photographer of Rolling Stone magazine (responsible for more than 100 covers since 1987) and US magazine. 

Seliger creates unexpected images by working equally well with special colour effects or with evocative black and white. 

His portraits surprise the onlooker with their ability to reveal unexpected and "unsuspected" sides of the person photographed. 

The exhibition includes some photographs from his book Physiognomy: photographs of singers and musicians, actors and famous people from show biz taken since 1993. 

Seliger has always been fascinated by portraiture and has abandoned the documentary style to study composition. 

“The idea is much more important than the technique” is the revealing principle behind his work; his attention is focused on ways of capturing the dark side of the sitter’s personality, allowing the sitter to talk about himself. Seliger denies the “pre-packaged” images typical of the stars and asks the person in front of his lens to tell us who they are, to free themselves from the pose, from the conventional mask. To do this his people act, choose a role and play it as if they were on a film set or in a landscape. And so they give free rein to their emotions: the result is the subject’s authentic content, perceived in a playful atmosphere. The photograph thus becomes “physiognomy”, the art of revealing temperament, character, interior qualities, by scrutinising external aspects such as facial features and expressions. 

Physiognomy is not just a cross-section of Seliger’s work but an encyclopaedia of images of emerging personalities – famous and less famous – from the world of entertainment - television, film and music – in the Nineties. 

MARK SELIGER
Born in Amarillo, Texas, Mark Seliger grew up in Houston and started taking photographs for Rolling Stone Magazine in 1987. He became the magazine's chief photographer in 1993. 

He published the book “When They Came to Take My Father - Voices of the Holocaust" documenting holocaust survivors in photography. His photographs where shown at Yancey Richardson Gallery and the Synagogue Space in New York City, at The Museum of Tolerance in Los Angeles and at Chromatics in Nashville. 

In 1998 he directed a short film entitled “Opheria” for Natalie Merchant.

His photographs have been exhibited at the Soho Triad Gallery in New York City, at the Fahey/Klein Gallery in Los Angeles, and at the Govinda Gallery in Washington DC. 

Seliger has won numerous prizes, including the prestigious “The Art Directors Club” prize, and his images have been published in numerous books and on the cover of Rolling Stone. 
Seliger’s talent also takes the form of collaboration in music videos and advertising campaigns. 

He now lives and works in New York. 

