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PAOLO ROVERSI

Born in Ravenna on September 25, 1947, Roversi was the first photographer to use Polaroid in the 20 x 25 format, opening up the path to new forms of experimentation characterised by highly expressive use of intense, incisive light. 

His first camera was a Ferraniaflex 4.5 x 6 which he was given for his first communion. But it was during a trip to Spain at the age of 17 that Roversi contracted the “disease” of photography. He started taking photographs with his uncle’s Leica III and set up a darkroom like a true amateur photographer. 

At 20 he was working as a reporter for a photo agency; in 1970 he opened his first studio in Ravenna, producing still lifes and portraits. 

In 1973 he moved to Paris and started taking fashion photographs. His meeting with Laurence Sackman – a fashion photographer known as Bourdin or Newton at the time – led him to fashion photography. He learned something essential from Sackman: professionalism. His early work was still distant from the world of fashion (he took still life photographs which he offered the magazines), but he was on the path. 

Roversi now lives and works in Paris. He collaborates regularly with a number of magazines: VOGUE Italy and England, Harper’s Bazaar, L’Uomo Vogue, Interview, W, Arena, ID, Marie Claire. 

Roversi has created numerous advertising campaigns for stylists: Armani, Cerruti, Comme des Garçons, Christian Dior, Alberta Ferretti, Romeo Gigli, Givenchy, Krizia, Valentino, Yves Saint Laurent, Yohji Yamamoto. 

He has also produced television ads for Dim, Evian, Gervais, Kenzo and Woolmark. 
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“The heart can always see farther than the mind,” said my uncle Pierino. 











Paolo Roversi
We know some things about him, but not a lot… Paolo Roversi is an Italian who has been living in Paris since 1973 and never denies his roots despite his rather British manner. 

His style - instantly recognisable and much-copied – reflects the influences of '60s counterculture (the beat generation), his travels (Yemen), his "rare” knowledge of the history of photography, a good personal collection, a solid library of photography books, and the contemporary art he loves (minimal art, arte povera): Roversi is a painter of images. 

“Nostalgia for childhood is the prime mover in my work.”

It could only be so… his photographs are dreams, dreamlike images, watercolour atmospheres, dissolute, gossamer icons. He loves portraits, he loves women; he revolutionised use of colour and the approach to beauty in fashion photography. 

He says that all photographs are revealing, but the portrait is not merely an aesthetic act: it exists as a psychological dimension. And again, “Photography is above all representation of the unknown, of the unreal. To me, a photograph is a dream.”

Paolo Roversi doesn’t like to look at the world through the lens; he thinks of the photograph as a creative moment; spontaneity is an essential part of the process; photography is a language in which to learn. 

The portraits on exhibit here, taken together, tell the story of the women they portray, of youth and beauty. They were taken in his Paris studio, but also in New York, London, all over the world; Roversi establishes a direct relationship with his subjects, their bodies, their shapes, their colours. 

The exhibition also includes a selection of “nudes”, published in the book of the same name: a central figure against a neutral cream-coloured background; the same size, the same light, the same black and white revealing the silhouette, the same posture, standing up. 

Models’ bodies that make us think of the Chinese prints the late 19th-century Impressionists loved so much: formed by a thin outline, with an emphasis on the hair and the pubic area. The white background is the white page, abstraction. 

“Posing nude is not easy,” he says. “There is intimacy, timidity, modesty, a moment of confrontation. Some find these images pure and innocent, others perverse, yet others find them very erotic. Some don’t see them as nude bodies but as ghosts, diabolical or provocative angels. 

“I know these women, and these photographs reveal their character, the way they live and think.”
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