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RICK GUIDOTTI

Positive Exposure

The gallery presents a project directed by American photographer Rick Guidotti which investigates the social and psychological experience of people who has albinism. With the found of NOAH - The National organization for Albinism and Hypopigmentation -, he documents people with albinism and explore the intimate connection between beauty, self-acceptance and personal fulfillment through the eyes of a camera. In the heart of the project, however, it deals with our attitudes towards all kind of difference. His images resonate for everyone who has experienced the negative, social repercussions of an unconventional physical appearance or has been forced to hide their identity for fear of public ridicule and judgement.  

Albinism affects approximately 1 in 17.000 individuals around the world, with a varying regional population incidence. For the absence of pigment in the skin, hair and eyes, people with albinism have an elevated risk of skin cancer. Throughout the history, across race and culture, they have often been thought to be fundamentally different from other people, which has created many myths about albinism, mostly negative. For example, they have been said to be mentally handicapped, the product of incest, or even have been associated with evil forces. The media - from films to comic books – is to be partly blamed to have promoted these negative myths.

Rick Guidotti, photographer-director of POSITIVE EXPOSURE project, tries to open our eyes to the beauty of Albinism. He offers a fresh exploration of the joy that comes with self-acceptance, providing a look at how individual’s self-perception can be altered by having their own image reflected through a positive lens. In the past, their images have just been photographed and circulated for research purposes. Never before this project has albinism been presented to the public so positively and openly. 

“I looked into the mirror after our photo shoot and for the first time I felt I am proud of who I am, that albinism is something to celebrate, not something to be ashamed of. I realize the hate and abuse will never disappear from my life, but what has disappeared is the hate I felt for myself.” (Kristina, age 15, England)

POSITIVE EXPOSURE is an international project with the participation of many young and adults with albinism in the United States, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, Fiji, New Zealand, Australia, Singapore, India, Africa and so on, and with the support from various governmental and private health and research institutions from such countries.   

Rick Guidotti 

Rick Guidotti is the project director for POSITIVE EXPOSURE, a collaboration with the National Organization for Albinism and Hypopigmentation (NOAH) and the Weill Medical College of Cornell University. Rick was honored with the 1998 “Art of Reporting” award by the International Alliance of Genetic Support Groups for his photo essay in LIFE Magazine. 

Disenchanted with the conventional standards of “beauty” in a media driven society (the iconization of models, actors and “beautiful people”), Rick created POSITIVE EXPOSURE, an international photographic exploration of cultural perceptions of these standards with a focus on challenging the stigma associated with difference. 

Prior to designing and developing this project in 1997, Rick specialized in portraiture and fashion photography for fifteen years, establishing his studio in Manhattan. During that period, Rick also worked in Milan, Paris and London. His commercial clients include L’Oreal, Revlon, Yves Saint Laurent, Allegra, Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, Marie Claire and Life Magazine. 

Rick Guidotti studied architecture and engineering at  Drexel University, Philadelphia, before transferring to The School of Visual Arts in New York, where he completed his education with a degree in photography and filmmaking. 

Rick currently resides in New York City.

