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FRANCESCA WOODMAN

photographs

Galleria Carla Sozzani dedicates its first exhibition in 2001 to Francesca Woodman, who was born in Denver in 1958 and experienced her most fertile years in Rome in ’77 and ’78 while on a scholarship from the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence. 

Francesca Woodman grew up in a family of artists and became interested in photography at the age of 13. Galleria Maldoror in Rome presented her first exhibition. Back in America, she moved to New York and worked on a number of books of her photographs. Some Disordered Interior Geometries was published in 1981, the year she committed suicide.

Francesca Woodman's work, unknown to the general public for many years, reveals a world of great emotional power. Her melancholy solitude and the painful consciousness of her existence led her to write “I’m interested in the relationships people have with space… I have started taking ghost photographs, of people who disappear… me and Francis Bacon…”

She herself is the model in almost all her photographs: the figure of Francesca dematerialises through rapid movements of the body – as in the House series (1975-76) in which she plays hide and seek with the reverberation of light from a window or behind the crumbling frame of a fireplace – and she often identifies herself with the presence-absence of the angels, as in her work Angels from her time in Rome.

Her body becomes a means of expressing the objects that surround her - gloves, heels, sheets, mirrors, doors – objects that chase one another in empty spaces light up by a light that seems to dissolve them.

Francesca Woodman uses photography as a tool for representing and expressing female identity in that particular age between adolescence and early maturity. 

Her work focuses on study of the primary relationship between her body and space, and how this relationship is represented in photography.

The exhibition presents all the artist’s photographic works, starting with her early photos from ‘73-‘74 in which all the issues she was to address in the future already appear. The Space series from 1975-76 shows Francesca Woodman fighting to become two-dimensional; the Angels series from Rome shows her weightless, raised above the earth, flying like an angel. 

Finally, a series of blueprints made when she came back to New York from Rome close Francesca Woodman’s relationship with the world.

FRANCESCA WOODMAN 

1958

born April 3, 1958 in Denver, Colorado. Her mother Betty is a ceramist and her father George is a painter. Francesca and her brother Charlie grow up in their parents’ studio and pass the majority of their youth in the university town of Boulder. 

1963-1971 
attends public school in Boulder and takes piano lessons. In 1965 the whole family moves to Florence for a year and purchases a home in Tuscany.

1972 

in Andover, Massachusetts Woodman is admitted to the Abbot Academy, a private school for women students only, one of the few American high schools to offer art courses. At this time Woodman’s life is affected by her passion for Colette’s stories. Guided by one of her teachers, she discovers photography and begins to develop her skills in this area. 

1975 
graduates in Boulder in June. In September she begins attending the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence (Aaron Siskind is one of her professors), where she demonstrates great confidence in the fields of interest to her right from the start, and admires the work of Man Ray, Duane Michals and Arthur Fellig (Weegee). She lives in a big, half-empty apartment/studio in the Pilgrim Mills industrial building, where she takes a lot of her photographs.

1977-1978
lives in Rome on a scholarship from Providence. Inspired by Baroque sculpture, she starts working on the theme of “angels” (On Being an Angel, 1977-1978). Her primary interests are still Max Klinger’s photographic symbolism, on which she bases the Eel Series (1977), and Futurism. In Rome she encounters the Transavanguardia movement. 

1979 
graduates with a B.F.A. in photography and moves to a New York apartment on Second Avenue. She spends the summer in Standwood, Washington with her partner, where she prints a set of photographs focusing on the theme of the body in all-embracing communion with nature. In New York she moves to Twelfth Avenue in the East Village and maintains herself doing odd jobs as a secretary, assistant photographer and model. She experiments with fashion photography, inspired by the work of Deborah Tuberville.

1980

as resident artist at the MacDowell Colony (Peterbough, New Hampshire), she is provided with the materials she needs to develop photographs. Back in New York, she participates in a series of group exhibitions at the Daniel Wolf Gallery, where she meets critics such as Peter Frank and Max Kozloff. At the Alternative Museum in New York she exhibits her last diazotypes: photographs printed on blue or sepia paper.

1981 
the printed edition of “Some Disordered Interior Geometries”, one of the six photographic workbooks she planned when in Rome, is published. Woodman commits suicide on January 19.
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