PRESS RELEASE

WORLD PRESS PHOTO

Photography and journalism: award-winning images of 2001

Opening Wednesday 9th May 2001

from 19:00 to 21:00
Cocktail from 19:00
Exhibition organised in collaboration with GRAZIA NERI and made possible by contributions from CANON Italia and AGENZIA GRAZIA NERI.

Curated by Elena Ceratti.

Exhibition from 10th to 27th May 2001 

Tuesday – Friday – Saturday – Sunday 10:30 – 19:30

Wednesday and Thursday 10:30 – 21:00

Monday 15:30 – 19:30

CANON DAY

Trials of new analogue and digital products; Canon camera check-up 

READING OF PORTFOLIOS 

on reportage, fashion, research, nature, environment

Saturday 19th May 2001, from 14:00 to 17:00
Galleria Carla Sozzani

Corso Como 10 - Milan

Tel. 02.653531

e-mail info@galleriacarlasozzani.com

website www.galleriacarlasozzani.org

Every year an independent jury of thirteen accredited international experts is asked to express an opinion on thousands of submissions sent to the World Press Foundation in Amsterdam by photoreporters, agencies, newspapers and magazines the world over. 

The World Press Photo Award is one of the world’s most important photojournalism awards. It is an opportunity to see the most beautiful and symbolic images that have accompanied, documented and illustrated the events of our age throughout the year.

The 2001 competition saw the participation of 3938 photographers from 121 countries who submitted a total of 42,321 images. Awards were presented to a final selection of photographers from 24 different countries.

2000 photo of the year is a photograph taken by American freelance photographer Lara Jo Regan in Texas, published in LIFE magazine. It shows a mother with her children in their home. It looks like a photograph of a poor family, but in actual fact it is much more. The people portrayed do not officially exist, as they have not been registered by official censuses. Lara Jo Regan says of her photograph: “In 1990 eight and a half million people were not censused, and this has a major impact on a community. Being left out of the census has a profound effect on the quality of life of these families and of the entire community, as democracy is founded upon equal distribution of services and representatives over a territory on the basis of the number of inhabitants”. In Texas 70% of the population is illiterate, because there are no schools in some communities. 

The judges chose a photograph of a situation in America reminiscent of similar situations in Europe at a time of large-scale immigration and inadequate socio-political response.

Three Italian photographers won awards this year: Angelo Turetta, a photographer with the Contrasto agency, won the first prize in the “Arts” category with an image from the set of the television series “La Piovra”, and Alessandro Albert & Paolo Verzone, who work with Grazia Neri’s agency, won the third prize in the “Portraits” category with their photograph of a father with his little girl on the beach in Venus, Romania.

The World Press Photo exhibition is a historic document that allows us to relive the crucial events of our times. Its international nature, the thousands of people who see the exhibition every year, and the great interest the event attracts among photographers and the public every year reveal the power of images to transcend cultural differences and language barriers and achieve very high levels of immediate communication.

The exhibition will be held in Rome on the same dates by Contrasto Agency at the Museo di Roma in Trastevere.
World Press Photo Foundation
The World Press Foundation, founded in 1955, is an independent non-profit international photojournalism organisation based in the Netherlands. The World Press Foundation’s official sponsors are Canon, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and Kodak Professional, a division of Eastman Kodak Company. 

The Foundation’s main goal is organising the competition and exhibition, but also bringing together the greatest photojournalists in the world to discuss themes of great relevance linked with photojournalism, uniting different nations. This is made possible by the Foundation’s independence, allowing it to act as an effective bridge among nations. Every year the awards ceremony is preceded by two days of screenings and seminars on photography and since 1994 World Press has offered an advanced educational initiative: the JOOP SWART Masterclass, a free advanced course open to young photographers selected by a panel of experts. The course is held in Rotterdam in the fall by instructors qualified in various different fields of photojournalism. The intention of the World Press Photo Foundation is to present historical documents that allow us to relive crucial events of our times and reflect on their impact and significance. 

For more information, go to www. worldpressphoto.nl 

