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Lola Alvarez Bravo

“We need to interiorise, scrutinise the person right down to the bottom to observe his methods, his attitudes. Who he is and what he is,” was Lola Alvarez Bravo’s rule for portraiture. And she was a sensitive, delicate portrait photographer capable of capturing her subjects’ most intimate expressions.

She was tied to Frida Kahlo by a deep friendship, and her images of this difficult, controversial figure tell the story of her daily life. The simplicity and naturalness of their encounter are the dominant factors in an almost ‘casual’ series capturing Frida’s sweetest, most feminine side. 

Of all the photographers who took portraits of Frida Kahlo (Edward Weston, Manuel Alvarez Bravo, Leo Matíz, Bernard Silberstein), only Lola Alvarez Bravo managed to give us back an image of the woman, in her own setting, surrounded by the objects she loves, redeeming her true personality and underlining the particular nature of her tastes and passions.

But Lola Alvarez Bravo’s work is quite complex. 

In addition to her portraits, she is the famous and much-admired founder of Latin American photography, revealing the soul of Mexico, without rhetoric, at a delicate time of transition from rhythms still anchored to tradition to modernist evolution. 

Her style is unique in its cleanness and compositional rigour. 

Biography

Lola Alvarez Bravo was born in the state of Jalisco (Mexico) in 1907. When she was still a child her family moved to the capital, where she met Manuel Alvarez Bravo, her neighbour. They were married in 1925 and separated in 1934, though they continued to work together for many years organising exhibitions and film clubs. She worked as a professional photographer and taught for various government organisations until 1985. She was always busy promoting Mexican artists, and opened the Galería de Arte Contemporáneo, where in 1953 she inaugurated Frida Kahlo’s only solo show in Mexico. She had to stop taking photographs in 1989 because of an eye disease. In 1992 Centro Cultural/Arte Contemporáneo in Mexico City paid homage to her career with a major anthological exhibition. 

She died in 1993.

