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Born to Japanese parents in Shanghai, Hiro lived in China and Japan until the age of twenty-three, when in 1954 he moved to America and decided to become a photographer. For a short time he worked as an assistant to Richard Avedon, who recognised his talent right away. He took his first fashion photographs for Harper's Bazaar with legendary art director Alexey Brodovitch and become one of the most important post-war American photographers. 

In this retrospective, a hundred or so photographs evoke his career in fashion and still lifes, portraits and reporting.

"He's not an ordinary man," said Richard Avedon of Hiro. "He’s one of those rare artists in the history of photography. Hiro manages to translate his fears, his solitude, his dark side and his light into images".

An eternal traveller, a foreigner among foreigners, Hiro made his own universe and populated it with images of China and Japan, scenes he had witnessed and later recreated and shared, preferring to express the beautiful but painful instability of his childhood rather than interiorise it.

His relationship with photography is complex: linked with the oriental aesthetic, he investigates self-discovery, the way an object exposes itself after patient waiting; a sort of Zen suspension in which both common and rare objects appear in the same light and are conceptually treated in the same way.

The perfection and painstaking construction of Hiro’s photographs lead to a sort of visual contemplation in which the most unusual aspect of the object is revealed and, through skilful use of chiaroscuro and optical effects, returned to its imaginary context.

His photographs, whether fashion shots or still lifes, testify to a futuristic vision bounding on hyperrealism, already pre-announcing the evolution of images that was to take place after the discovery of virtual technologies.

Hiro Biography

Hiro was born in Shanghai in 1930. 

He has lived and worked in New York since 1954.

EXHIBITIONS

1959 "Photograph in the Fine Arts", 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

1965 "One man show",


    Musée Reattu, Arles

1969  Delphire Gallery, Paris

1974 "Color",


    American Institute Of Graphic Arts, Whitney Museum, New York

1975 Galleria Il Diaframma, Milan
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1993 Tokyo Metropolitan Museum of Photography, Tokyo
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    Country Baazar Gallery, Watermill, New York

1999 Pace/MacGill Gallery, New York

2000 "Hiro/2000"


    Maison Européenne de la Photographie, Paris

2001 "Hiro"


    Musée de l'Elysée, Lausanne
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