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John Rawlings (1912-1970) was one of the most important photographers of the '50s, with more than two hundred cover photos to his credit for Vogue America and Glamour (Condé Nast).

Rawlings’ work is an incredible record of a time when American style and fashion were establishing an identity of their own.

Rawlings started working in 1936, in Vogue’s New York studios as assistant to some of the best-known names in photography: from George Hoyningen-Huene to Cecil Beaton, Horst P.Horst and Irving Penn.

Rawlings’ early work for Condé Nast clearly reflects the influence of Hoyningen-Huene, George Platt Lynes and Horst P. Horst. 

In the late ’40s Rawlings began to produce original work, experimenting with use of mirrors and reflective surfaces and with the combined effects of natural and artificial light. His creative research led the fashion photographer in a totally new direction, photographing all the stars of the Forties and Fifties for Condé Nast, including Marlene Dietrich, Montgomery Cliff, the Duchess of Windsor, Truman Capote and Salvador Dalí.

The exhibition presents a selection of his nudes, a theme to which Rawlings dedicated two volumes (now out of print): 100 Studies of the Figure, published in 1951, presenting a series of black and white nudes of model Evelyn Frey. The boldness and modernity of his images ensures that they are still truly contemporary works. 

In The photographer and his model, published in 1966, the atmosphere is stronger and more erotically explicit, even though introduction of colour alongside black and white somehow seems to detract from the unity of his project. "An escape from the routine of fashion," is how Rawlings described his female nudes, the strength and originality of which – recently rediscovered – make him one of the greatest of twentieth-century photographers.

