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Roger Hutchings

Bosnia

The photographs document five years of work in Bosnia, testifying to the massacres and the pain of populations uprooted from their land because of religious and political fanaticism. 2002 will be the 10th anniversary of the start of the conflict.

Roger Hutchings was chosen by Grazia Neri and Carla Sozzani to pay homage to photojournalism at a hard time for the profession, as an example of a terse, direct photographic vocabulary. Pain, death, privation, the attempt to maintain decorum in a meagre existence: the essence of war, seen with an understanding eye, as if the photographer wished to protect these people from evil even while expressing his indignation.

A volume published by Federico Motta Editore accompanies the exhibition and presents texts, poems and excerpts from the photographer’s diary along with the images. 

PHOTOGRAPHING WAR

Text by Roger Hutchings

Photographers have a number of things in common with fishermen. Both are tasks requiring great patience, care and faith. Both can be highly contemplative, or highly competitive. Fishermen and photographers both want the biggest fish or the best photograph. The majority of photographers have, at some point in their lives, wanted to win a prestigious award.

If you capture great moments in history better or differently from others, your work will get a lot of attention. War is the last challenge, and it is synonymous with that fascination, excitement and adrenaline that surrounds danger and violence. With time these sensations will be replaced by or cohabit with fatigue, disgust and rage.

Bosnia seduced me and I, in turn, made it a moral crusade; I found myself in the position of indignant spokesman, wrapped in a coat woven of virtue, crying out against a world that didn’t want me to tell them about the war.

My travels in Bosnia were heart-rending, but enlightening. Like all the positive things about my work: this is one of the dilemmas of photojournalism.

ROGER HUTCHINGS

Biography

Roger Hutchings was born in England in 1952.

He worked as a freelance photojournalist until 1982, covering international political and social events and documenting life in England for several international publications.

As a photojournalist he has travelled to the world’s most tormented hot spots: from Sudan to Sri Lanka, from India to Bangladesh, documenting wars and crises. He is perhaps best known for his coverage of the conflict in the former Yugoslavia, including his photographs of Bosnia exhibited at the 1994 Arles photography festival.

His photographs of Kurds in southeast Turkey were published in the volume "Ataturk's Children" and exhibited in London and elsewhere in 1997.

He has been awarded prestigious prizes such as the Nikon News Photographer of the Year award in 1992 and 1996, first prize in the People in the News section of the World Press Photo awards and the Amnesty International Photojournalist Prize in 1994, the Media Natura Award for reporting in The Developing World section in 1995 and the Nikon Art's Photographer of the Year award in 1997 for his work on the London fashion shows, which he has recently extended to cover Milan’s fashion scene.

In 1999, with Grazia Neri’s agency, he produced "Berlin", a book and exhibition about the city of Berlin photographed ten years after the fall of the Wall (catalogue published by Motta Editore) and "Thatcher Years", documenting England under Thatcher’s government, which also became a travelling exhibition and was presented in Turin during the International Photography Biennial.

Hutchings sat on the jury of the World Press Photo award in 2000, and teaches young photographers as a tutor in the World Press Masterclass and an instructor in the TPW (Toscana Photographic Workshop) programme. 

Roger Hutchings is a member of the British photographic agency Network, represented by Grazia Neri in Italy.

