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Flor Garduño

Platinum works

The exhibition features 31 black and white platinum photographs summing up Flor Garduño’s work over the past decade.

As compared to her previous work, published in the volume Witnesses of Time in 1992, focusing on images of religious life and cultural syncretism taken in Mexico, Bolivia, Guatemala and Ecuador, the Mexican photographer's new work suspends relations with the rest of the world to express an intimate reality. 

The scenario is an interior, circumscribed world which loses its domestic origin and is transfigured into a space suspended in time. The creatures that inhabit it are female bodies, emblems of an archetypal universe, frequently associated with plant or animal elements, referring to symbolic values hinging on male/female duality. 

Visually, these components translate into a series of passages that privilege dark, dense, opaque tones: a wall with an irregular surface, the marks on which do not suggest so much the passage of time as its material origin, as if it were made of clay, almost always serving as the background for naked bodies which stand out with simple solemnity in perfectly natural poses.

 Flor Garduño celebrates the symbols of seduction, fertility and female power: these bodies are by election the place in which the sacred is manifested, a concrete, archaic sacredness linked with nature and the earth, taking us back to the very roots of life. 

Biography

Flor Garduño was born in Mexico City in 1957.  

After studying at the Antigua Academia de San Carlos, she became assistant to Manuel Alvarez Bravo. 

Her first book, Magia del juego eterno, published in 1985, was quickly followed by Bestiarium in 1987. 

Her work Testigos del tiempo, published 6 times in 1992 and reprinted by Aperture in 2000, has been exhibited in more than forty museums the world over, including the Art Institute of Chicago, the Center of Creative Photography in Tucson, the Museum of Fine Arts in Mexico City, Buenos Aires and Santiago de Chile, the Musée de l'Elysee in Lausanne, and Salamanca University in Spain. 

Her work is represented in numerous public and private collections including the MOMA in New York, the Paul Getty Museum in Los Angeles, and Stiftung fur Fotografie in Zurich.
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