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WORLD PRESS PHOTO

photography and journalism: award-winning images of 2002


Every year an independent panel of judges, this year including thirteen internationally accredited experts, is asked to express an opinion on thousands of photographs sent to the World Press Photo Foundation in Amsterdam by photoreporters, agencies, newspapers and magazines. 

The World Press Photo Award is one of the world’s most important photojournalism awards. Every year the best international photographs are examined for the Award, then organised into an exhibition and a catalogue, offering an opportunity to see the most beautiful and symbolic images that have accompanied, documented and illustrated the events of our age in newspapers all over the world throughout the year.

The exhibition includes award-winning images in 18 theme sections and is presented in a world tour every year (70 locations in 2000) on the sole condition that all the photographs selected be exhibited without any limitations or censure. A World Press Photo Foundation representative is sent to each country hosting the event to help put the exhibition together and make sure that all the photographs are actually put on exhibit.


The 2002 competition saw the participation of 4171 photographers from 123 countries who submitted a total of 49,235 pictures. More than half of the photographs (55.7%) were submitted in digital form (almost twice as many as in 2001, when the figure was 27.5%). The final selection presented awards to photographers from 19 countries; Argentina, Australia, Austria, Belgium, Bosnia-Erzegovina, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Norway, the People’s Republic of China, South Africa, Spain, Switzerland, the United Kingdom and the United States. 

2001 photo of the year is an image by Danish photographer ERIK REFNER published in the newspaper Berlingske Tidende, represented in Italy by Grazia Neri’s Agency. It is a black and white photograph taken in a refugee camp in Pakistan in June, showing preparations for the funeral of a one-year-old child who died of cold; the body is being washed and wrapped in a white cloth by family members. The child’s parents, from northern Pakistan, came to the camp in search of shelter and protection from the difficult political situation and the consequences of drought afflicting their country. The photograph is part of a feature story which won an award in the People in The News Stories category. 

Five Italian photographers won awards this year: Marco Dilauro, Pietro di Giambattista, Paolo Pellegrin, Shobha and Francesco Zizola. Two Italian agencies were involved: Grazia Neri and Contrasto.


These are more than just sensational images. The World Press Photo exhibition is also a historic document that allows us to relive the crucial events of our times. Its international nature, the thousands of people who see the exhibition every year, and the great interest the event attracts among photographers and the public every year reveal the power of images to transcend cultural differences and language barriers and achieve very high levels of immediate communication.

The World Press Photo Foundation, founded in 1955, is an independent international non-profit organisation for photojournalism. The official sponsors accompanying the exhibition in its travels around the world are Canon, KLM and Kodak professional, a division of Eastman Kodak Company.

Some information on the World Press Photo Foundation

The World Press Photo Foundation, founded in 1955, is an independent non-profit international photojournalism organisation based in the Netherlands. The World Press Photo Foundation’s official sponsors are Canon, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and Kodak Professional, a division of Eastman Kodak Company.

The Foundation’s main goal is organising the competition and exhibition, but also bringing together the greatest photojournalists in the world to discuss themes of great relevance linked with photojournalism, uniting different people and nations. This is made possible by the Foundation’s independence, allowing it to act as an effective bridge among nations. 

The intention of the World Press Photo Foundation is to present historical documents that allow us to relive crucial events of our times and reflect on their impact and significance. Its profoundly international character demonstrates the power of images to transcend cultural differences and language barriers to achieve very high levels of immediate communication.

Since 1994 World Press Photo has offered an advanced educational initiative: the JOOP SWART Masterclass, a free advanced course open to young photographers selected by a panel of experts. The course is held in Rotterdam in the fall by instructors qualified in various different fields of photojournalism.

Every year the awards ceremony is preceded by two days of screenings and seminars on photography with the participation of a number of experts in the field. The occasion allows photographers, picture editors and journalists from all over the world to meet and discuss the future of photojournalism.

The World Press Photo Foundation also works in emerging and developing countries to teach copyright laws in the sale of photography, display and editing of photojournalism services. World Press Photo has held seminars in countries including Bosnia-Erzegovina, Bangladesh, Peru, Zimbabwe and India with the intention of contributing to the development of pluralistic, democratic societies. These seminars are one of the Foundation’s key activities.

For more information go to www. worldpressphoto.nl

LIST OF AWARD-WINNING PHOTOGRAPHS:

PHOTO OF THE YEAR

Erik Refner, Denmark, for Berlingske Tidende
The body of an Afghan refugee child being prepared for burial.
Pakistan, June
CHILDREN’S JURY

Aleksander Nordahl, Norway, Dagbladet
Three sisters. 
Khwaja Bahawudin, Afghanistan
SPOT NEWS SINGLES

1 Luc Delahaye, France, Magnum Photos for Newsweek
Northern Alliance troops attacked in an ambush by retreating Taleban forces. 
Afghanistan, November 12 
2 Antoine Serra, France, Corbis Sygma
Body of an anti-globalisation demonstrator on a Genoa street. 
Genoa, July 20 
3 Richard Drew, USA, The Associated Press
A person falling from the north tower of the World Trade Center, 
New York, September 11 
Honourable mention:
David Surowiecki, USA, Getty Images
People falling from the north tower of the World Trade Center.
New York, September 11 
SPOT NEWS STORIES

1 Robert Clark, USA, Aurora for Time
Flight 175 crashes into the south tower of the World Trade Center. 
New York, September 11 
2 James Nachtwey, USA, VII for Time
“shattering”- World Trade Center.
New York, September 11 
3 Tyler Hicks, USA, The New York Times/Getty Images
A Taleban soldier condemned to die by the Northern Alliance.
Afghanistan, November 12 

GENERAL NEWS SINGLES

1 Carlos Barria Moraga, Argentina, Diario La Nacion
Protests in Plaza de Mayo.
Buenos Aires, Argentina, December 20 
2 Lorena Ros & Dominic Ridley, Spain/UK, Cosmos/Still Pictures
African immigrants come ashore, Tarifa, Spain
3 Tiane Doan Na Champassak, France, Agence Vu for Stern
Kumbh Mela Festival. Uttar Pradesh, India, January 
GENERAL NEWS STORIES

1 Paolo Pellegrin, Italy, Magnum Photos/Contrasto for Newsweek
Civilian patrol with Algerian antiterrorist troops.
Algeria, October
2 Tom Stoddart, UK, IPG
After the Gujarat earthquake, 
India, February
3 Mat Jacob, France, Tendance Floue
Zapatista
February-March, Mexico
PEOPLE IN THE NEWS SINGLES

1 Gulnara Samoilova, USA, The Associated Press
Survivors of the collapse of the World Trade Center towers. 
New York, September 11 
2 David Guttenfelder, USA, The Associated Press
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat at a funeral.
Gaza City, January 18 
3 Kai Wiedenhöfer, Germany, Lookat Photos
Palestinian combatant. Bethlehem, October
PEOPLE IN THE NEWS STORIES

1 Jan Grarup, Denmark, Rapho for Stern
The kids of Ramallah
2 Erik Refner, Denmark, for Berlingske Tidende
Afghan refugees in Pakistan. June
3 Julien Daniel, France, L’OEil Public
On Broadway
September 22-25 
PORTRAITS SINGLES

1 Jodi Bieber, South Africa, Network Photographers for Learning for Life
Young Pakistani girl
2 Marco Di lauro, USA The Associated Press
Street kids
Kabul
3 Pietro di Giambattista, Italy, Graffiti Press
Roman girl, Rome

PORTRAITS STORIES

1 Tim Hetherington, UK, Network Photographers
School for the blind.
Sierra Leone. Brazil
2 Zijah Gafic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Agenzia Grazia Neri
My family album.
3 Peter Granser, Austria, Life Photos & Reportages for Stern
Sun City, Arizona
SPORTS SINGLES

1 Fred Vuich, USA, Sports Illustrated
Tiger Woods swinging at the eighteenth hole at the Masters Golf Tournament
2 Carlos Puma, USA, The Press-Enterprise
Jaripeo (Mexican rodeo), 
California, USA
3 Jia Guorong, People’s Republic of China
Young gymnast
SPORTS STORIES

1 Alex Garcia, USA, Chicago Tribune
Boxer.
Havana, Cuba
2 Craig Golding, Australia, Sydney Morning Herald
Surf Lifesavers in competition
3 Jens Rötsch, Germany, Ostkreuz
Turbo Golf
THE ARTS SINGLES

1 Narelle Autio, Australia, Oculi Photos for Sydney Morning Herald
Little ballerinas going back to the dressing room after a performance.
2 Christian Keenan, UK
Couple posing for a portrait.
Xinjiang Uygur, People’s Republic of China
3 Fernando Marcos Ibañez, Spainb, for Compañía Nacional de Danza
Dance practice at Teatro de la Zarzuela
Madrid
THE ARTS STORIES

1 Gautier Deblonde, France, for Anthony d¹Offay Gallery/Libération
Ron Mueck’s “Boy” sculpture for the 2001 Venice Biennial
2 Shobha, Italy, Contrasto
Senegalese Haute Couture
3 Harald Schmitt, Germany, Stern
The music of the Aka Pygmies
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY SINGLES

1 John Costello, USA, The Philadelphia Inquirer
Corrective surgery. Computer-operated hand. Cooper Hospital, Nex Jersey, USA
2 Martin Sasse, Germany, Laif Photos & Reportagen for Focus
Patients wait for plastic surgery 
Bangkok, Thailand
3 Stefan Boness, Germany, Panos Pictures
Polio vaccination, Eritrea


SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY STORIES

1 Zijah Gafic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Agenzia Grazia Neri
Request for identification.
2 Christoph Gerigk, Germany, for Franck Goddio/Hilti Foundation
Underwater archaeology. Egypt.
3 Olivier Grunewald, France
Space meteorology: Northern lights

NATURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT SINGLES

1 Geneviève Renson, France
Capturing a frog, Cameroon
2 Jim Lavrakas, USA, Anchorage Daily News for Sports Illustrated
Trota Pike Swallows Rainbow 
3 Viviane Moos Holbrooke, USA, Sipa Press
Orang-utan cub footprints
Indonesia

NATURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT STORIES

1 Jeff Mitchell, UK, Reuters
Foot and Mouth Outbreak
2 Jozsef L. Szentpeteri, Hungary, Natura-Foto BT
The Swarming of the Long-tailed Mayfly
3 Dean Sewell, Australia, Oculi Photos for Sydney Morning Herald
The Sydney and New South Wales Bushfires, Australia, December
DAILY LIFE SINGLES

1 Mikael Sheil, Ireland, Black Star for Anti Slavery International
Water-seller
Gabon
2 Markus Jokela, Finland, Helsingin Sanomat
Fans fight over seats, Kinshasa, Republic of Congo
3 Raul Ruberia, USA, The Miami Herald
Bus passengers being searched by FARC guerillas, Colombia
Honourable mention:
Aleksander Nordahl, Norway, Dagbladet
Wake for an AIDS victim, Uganda
DAILY LIFE STORIES

1 Andrew Testa, UK, Panos Pictures for The New York Times
Serbian train, Kosovo
2 Francesco Zizola, Italy, Magnum/Contrasto per Max
The Nuba of the Sudan
3 Tim Dirven, Belgium, De Morgen/Panos Pictures
People of Afghanistan
World Press Photo Foundation is sponsored all over the world by Canon, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines and Kodak Professional, a division of Eastman Kodak Company.  

