Duane Michals

(1932, United States)

He moved to New York in 1956, after studying art. In New York he worked as designer in different magazines. Two years later, during a journey in Russia, he discovered photography. With a borrowed camera, he realised some street portraits of Russian people. Returned from this trip, he decided to become professional photographer. In 1963 the Underground Gallery of New York organised an exhibition with his photographs taken in Soviet Union. His first works are a series of advertising portraits for a musical comedy. Later he regularly collaborated with magazines such as Show, Mademoiselle, Esquire Vogue, New York Times, Horizon, Scientific American, realising mostly portraits.  Parallel to this activity, Duane Michals continued his personal research. In 1968 the Mexican government commissioned to him a photo report on the Olympics. In 1970 he exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art in New York. His solo shows are organised all over the world. He received the Golden Medal for Photography from the National Arts Club in 1994 and in 2000 he received the Masters Series Award from the School of Visual Arts. He is noted for two innovations in artistic photography developed in the 1960s and 1970s. First, he told a story through a series of photos as in his book sequences. Second, he handwrote text near his photographs, thereby giving information that image itself could not convey.
