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The exhibition includes about 80 works covering Duane Michals’ artistic career, which began more than 40 years ago: his first photographs taken in the USSR, his self-portraits, his sequences, his photo-texts, up to his latest work, never before shown in Europe, parodying certain trends in contemporary photography and the criticism supporting it.

Over his career Michals has carved out a niche for himself as an artist who has always distanced himself from photography as a tool for recording visible reality and turned it into an agent for calling up thoughts and emotions. 

Photography conceived as documentation of reality contains its own limit within itself: it only reveals that which is clearly offered to the eye, omitting the dimension of the unseen, which has metaphysical value to Michals. What he is interested in is questions without answers, as the title of his book suggests: questions about human nature and its mysteries, feelings, death, desires, fears, imagination, time and memory.

Michals asks photographs to reveal the unseen, breaking the unity of the individual image by creating sequences and juxtaposing images with text. This contamination of different media arises out of the consideration that “the keyword is expression – not photography, not painting, not writing". 

In his sequences, a succession of images forms representations based on a syntax that is more evocative than descriptive.

In his photo-texts, the word breaks the boundaries of the image, continuing to the point that the image has to stop. Reading releases emotions and echoes that reverberate over the image, infusing it with new potential. 

His self-portraits, a constant over the years, are a corollary of this personal search in which the artist becomes an actor in the themes that are closest to him.

In his most recent work Duane Michals takes a stand on what is happening in certain circles in contemporary photography. He uses the tool of parody against everyone from Gursky to Serrano, Nan Golding, Vanessa Beecroft, Vik Muniz, Wolfang Tillmans and Cindy Sherman, going beyond the works themselves to reveal their artificiality and inconsistency, against the backdrop of the complacent market and critics.

Biography

Duane Michals was born in McKeesport, Pennsylvania in 1932. He studied art and moved to New York in 1956, where he worked for several magazines as a designer. On a trip to Russia in 1958 he came across what was to become his primary means of expression. He borrowed a camera and took pictures of the Russians on the streets, which were an immediate success with their disarming simplicity. When he came back from the trip he decided to become a professional photographer. His first photography job was producing a series of portraits advertising a musical. After this he worked regularly for Show, Mademoiselle, Esquire and later Vogue, New York Times, Horizon and Scientific American, mostly as a portrait photographer.
At the same time Duane Michals continued his own personal research. In 1963 New York’s Underground Gallery held an exhibition of the photographs he had taken in the Soviet Union. This was his first personal exhibition, followed by many more in prestigious galleries and museums all over the world.
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