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Jean Baptiste Mondino

From the ’80s onward the visual world of fashion, advertising and music has been profoundly affected by Jean Baptiste Mondino’s images.

Beauty, fashion and sex are his sources of inspiration in his photography, along with rock music and contemporary pop, film and youth culture, territories infused with the poetry of the trivial and humdrum. 

With an infinite wealth of invention, a scintillating imagination, a brilliant ‘humour noir’, visions of alienating eroticism and a breathtaking rhythm, Mondino brilliantly brings together all these influences and ideas in images at the peak of aesthetic quality and technical skill. 

His photographs are the product of carefully studied composition: before taking a photograph Mondino draws a sketch of the image he wants to produce. This gives his photographs a very static graphic set-up. 

Colour is essential in his visual grammar: artificial, bright, lacquered colour, often incorporating fluorescent effects.

His portraits of people from the worlds of fashion, film and music – a vast selection of which are on exhibit here – are carefully studied mise en scène: they play a role, work with stereotypes and ironically emphasise their features. 

His first monograph, published by Schirmer Mosel in 1999, is entitled Déjà Vu, not just because it brings together images already published in magazines or advertisements but above all because it draws on recognisable references and codes which are a part of our cultural and visual heritage. But Mondino manipulates the images he has acquired with crazy creativity to create a new, unexpected, surprising visual universe. 

The exhibition also includes a vast selection of music videos Mondino has directed for Madonna, Sting, Neneh Cherry, Boy Gorge, Bjork, Lenny Kravitz, Brian Ferry and many more.

Biography

Jean Baptiste Mondino, a Frenchman of Italian origin, was born in Aubervilles in 1949 and began his career as a disc jockey and composer in London. 

He first approached the visual image as art director for a Paris advertising agency; he later became a photographer and director of music videos and advertisements.

His photographs have been published in Vogue, Numero, The Face, Arena, Vanity Fair, Interview and recently in Talk Magazine and Tetu. 

He has photographed countless celebrities of today’s music scene (Madonna, Bjork, Tom Waits, Prince, Lenny Kravitz, David Bowie, Sting, Brian Ferry, Neneh Cherry, Rita Mitsouko, Vanessa Paradis), the world of film (Gwyneth Paltrow, Courtney Love, Catherine Deneuve …) and fashion (John Galliano, Calvin Klein, Azzedine Alaia, Karl Lagerfeld, Yohji Yamamoto, Kenzo).

He has directed advertising videos for Calvin Klein, Dior, Jean Paul Gaultier, Yves Saint Laurent, Kenzo, Tag Heuer, Giorgio Armani and others.
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