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PIERRE CARDIN

An exhibition of Pierre Cardin’s most significant creations from the ’60s and ’70s.

Pierre Cardin presented his first prêt-à-porter collection in 1959. Since then his motto – create – has taken the form of a proliferation of vinyl shorts, maxi capes over miniskirts, asymmetric, circular and three-dimensional dresses. Suits without collars for men (such as his famous Beatles jackets) and huge collars for women, dresses with clean lines that seem able to stand up on their own; in harmony with contemporary movements in abstract art.

“High Fashion is a laboratory in which we can study shapes and volumes,” says Cardin. A laboratory which produces futuristic “spacesuits” for him and her with hats, helmets and plexiglass masks, all revealing his omnivorous talent. Interviewed by David Leitch for the Sunday Times in 1984, Pierre Cardin did not hesitate to say that his greatest ambitious was to walk in the spacesuit Neil Armstrong wore on the moon. His daring experiments for “the world of tomorrow” and his ongoing research into the avant-garde consecrate him as the true originator of all the trends, not only in the fashions of his day but in design, distribution strategies and diversification of design and production.

BIOGRAPHY

Pierre Cardin was born in Venice on July 2, 1922 and studied in central France.

1945 
Goes to Paris and works for Paquin and then for Schiaparelli. Meets Jean Cocteau and Christian Berard, with whom he produces a number of costumes and masks for films such as “Beauty and the Beast.” 

1946  
Works for Christian Dior, who has just opened his studio.

1950 
Founds his studio on Rue Richepanse, where he primarily creates costumes and masks for the theatre.

1953  
Presents his first collection.

1954  
His “bulles” dresses triumph all over the world. He opens his first boutique, “Eve” at 118 Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, Paris.

1957 
Opens his second boutique, “Adam”, for men.


First trip to Japan.


Appointed Professor at Bunka Fashion College.

1958  
Receives the “young stylists” aware in Boston.

1959 
Presentation of his first prêt-à-porter collection for women at the Paris department store “Au Printemps”.

1960  
First men’s collection.

1970 
Opens “Espace Pierre Cardin” in Paris, including a theatre, a restaurant, an art gallery and a furniture creation studio.

1977 
Awarded the “Dé d’or” prize for the most creative collection of the season in French High Fashion.


Presentation of his first line of furniture: Utilitaires sculptures.


Boutique Maxim opens at 76 Rue du Faubourg Saint-Honoré, Paris.

1978  
First trip to China.

1979  Receives the “Dé D’or” prize for the second time, for his spring-summer collection.


Presents men’s and women’s collections in Beijing and Shanghai.

1980 
In New York, Pierre Cardin celebrates thirty years in his career at the Metropolitan Museum and inaugurates new premises on 57th Street.

1981 
On May 4 he buys the famous Maxim’s restaurant in Rue Royal, Paris.


A retrospective of his thirty-year career is held at the Grand Palais.
1982 Japan: Sogetsu Kaian museum presents a retrospective of his thirty-year career.


Receives his third “Dé d’or” for French High Fashion.

1983
Receives the Légion d’Honneur.


China: opens a Maxim’s in Beijing.


Opens a Maxim’s in Rio de Janeiro.

1985 
Appointed “Commandeur de l’ordre du Mérite” by the President of the French Republic.


Receives a Fashion Oscar at the Opéra in Paris.
1986 
Signs a contract with the USSR to produce prêt-à-porter men’s, women’s and children’s collections in the country and open a 10,000 m² showroom.

1988
Appointed Grande Ufficiale del Merito of the Republic of Italy.

1990
London’s Victoria and Albert Museum holds a retrospective of his forty years producing women’s fashions and thirty years of men’s collections.

1991  
Promoted to the degree of “Officier” of the Légion d’Honneur.


The Montreal Fine Arts Museum presents a retrospective of his career.


Receives the award of the Order of the Sacred Treasure and the Star of Gold and Silver, the greatest honour awarded by the Japanese government. 


First fashion show in Moscow’s Red Square, before 200,000 people.

1992  
Elected a member of the Fine Arts Academy.

1994
Retrospective in Sao Paolo and High Fashion show.


Participates in the 1200th anniversary of Kyoto, the ancient imperial city, by presenting forty years of creations in the imperial temple of Sen Yuji.

1995  
Opens the first Pierre Cardin boutique in St. Petersburg.

1996 
Presents his latest high fashion collection in a private fashion show at the Maxim’s home.

1997  
Raised to the level of Commandeur of the Légion d’Honneur.


Espace Pierre Cardin inaugurates a retrospective of his fifty-year career.

2000  
Presentation of a retrospective in Shanghai and Beijing.

2001 
Receives Jeanne Moreau at the Fine Arts Academy.

2002  
Presentation of the Pierre Cardin retrospective in Los Angeles.


Retrospective in Tokyo covering fifty years.

2003  
Florence: retrospective covering fifty years.

2004 
Milan: retrospective of the ’60s and ’70s at Galleria Carla Sozzani, Milan.


Paris: retrospective at “Printemps” department store.
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