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GERARD MALANGA

Then and now

Gerard Malanga was a key figure in the Silver Factory and all Warhol’s undertakings in his years of revolutionary splendour, between 1963 and 1970, when Malanga perfected the silkscreen technique Warhol used to make so many of his pop images.

The installation is an evocative continuous strip.
Gerard Malanga’s work, from his early Screen Tests, produced in 1964 as part of Andy Warhol’s project, flows like a long film of visual memory reviewing his entire career as an artist. Few texts interrupt the flow of images to grant the observer a pause to reflect, take a breath and address the significance of the next sequence.

Malanga abandoned experimental filming some time ago to concentrate on poetry (his first love) and photography, but never gave up experimentation: the challenges of silver gelatine prints, photocopy reproduction, automatic cameras, film photograms and collages. 

A kaleidoscope of personal interpretations and nonconformist ways of using media and images to create a single work: this is how we should see the installation. Not single images, however interesting they may be, but a continuum of narrative autobiography about the Silver Factory, Andy Warhol, the characters who accompany him in his existence and Malanga’s entire creative career.

The experience of approaching an artist of such great importance to the art of our times is enriched by screening of the films he made in the Seventies while working with Andy Warhol.

Gerard Malanga

Gerard Malanga is born in New York in 1943, and grows up and attends school in the Bronx.

In 1961 he registers in the poetry programme at Cincinnati University. 

Also 1961, thanks to poet and teacher Willard Mass, he attends Wagner Memorial Lutheran College on Staten Island.

In 1963 he meets Andy Warhol at Mass's home. Warhol is looking for a silkscreen expert and asks Malanga if he would like to work with him, for he had studied the technique and made ties for a department store. Between 1963 and 1967 Malanga acts in Warhol’s films and produces about 500 ‘Screen Tests’ with him: his project for filming famous people (Salvador Dalì, Bob Dylan, Edie Sedgwick, Lou Reed and many more) for 3 minutes in front of the camera. The experience strengthens Malanga’s interest in photography.

Makes the films "In Search of the Miraculous" and "Preraphaelite Dream".

1967 lives in Rome for a year and a half.

1968 makes "The Recording Zone Operator" in Rome. The Washington Post describes it as “…a film without dialogue or narration, of a nostalgic atmosphere, of an emotional entanglement through the purest of imagery and a poetic use of colour and music remarkably well chosen.” 

1969 returns to New York and the Silver Factory and founds ‘inter/View’ magazine (later ‘Interview’) with Warhol. He leaves the magazine following publication of the fourth issue. 

Malanga manages the production of a series of hardcore films featuring men which Warhol makes in the Fortune Theatre in New York.

1971 leaves Andy Warhol.

1983 publishes ‘Up-Tight: The Velvet Underground Story’, Quill, London. Subsequently published in the United States, Japan, Germany, Spain and Italy

1985 appointed archivist of the collection of Robert Moses negatives kept at the NYC Department of Parks & Recreation

1991 produces the music video about Nico, “Frozen Warnings”

1998 publishes ‘Resistance to Memory’, Arena

1999 anthological exhibition at Le Botanique in Brussels

2000 publishes ‘Screen Tests Portraits, Nude, 1964-1996’, Steidl

2001 some of his photographs are selected for the ‘Les années du Pop’ exhibition at Centre George Pompidou in Paris

2002 publishes ‘Archiving Warhol: Illustrated History’, Creation, New York

2004 ‘Charles Henry Ford: Photographs, 1930-1960’

Malanga has published about ten books of poetry.

