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AND AT THAT TIME NOTHING WAS HAPPENING

PHOTOGRAPHS BY LUIS GONZÁLEZ PALMA

“ANTHOLOGY 1993-2004”

One of the most interesting and innovative photographers in the world, Luis González Palma is like no other, and was not inspired or influenced by any other past or contemporary photographer. 

He is a truly unique, original phenomenon of creativity once again confirming the revolutionary intellectualism of Latin American photography.

González Palma, Guatemalan but not of Indian origin, says he wants to ‘portray the soul of the people’, the heirs of the ancient Maya who are attempting to preserve their culture and traditions endangered by intermingling, flattery and threats from the western world.

Every one of González Palma’s images is a restoration of dignity and at the same time the recovery of a magical, mysterious world.

He is definitely not a photojournalist, but on the contrary was one of the first to think of photography as a free, open system. His first works in this spirit date back to 1986.

His images are ‘constructed’ in the studio: sepia-toned black and white photographs manually enriched with colour, tar, collages, embroidery and brocades and then printed on acetate. Every work is technically complex, restoring the tactile sensation to objects.

In his most recent works, in 2004, González Palma has refined his technique by submerging his images in a gold bath: a process he invented himself, like all the others he uses.  

His new subjects in his investigation of the world of thought and lost memories are perhaps more personal, and extraordinarily adherent to every individual’s experience.

More metaphors and symbols: the tools we need to penetrate the crude shell of reality. And the beauty of a pure, fascinating image that captures the senses and the mind and takes it into a meta-universe where, perhaps, we truly live with intensity.

Biographical notes

Born in Guatemala City in 1957, Luis González Palma studied architecture and film and graduated from San Carlos University.
Since 1989 he has held solo shows in museums, public institutions and private galleries all over the world: Europe, Latin America, United States and the Far East, as well as participating in group shows. 

Limited editions of his photographs are kept in the most prestigious museums and private collections
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