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Galleria Carla Sozzani is the Italian stop on the tour of this travelling exhibition of the work of Rico Puhlmann, presented by the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York in collaboration with the Musée de l’Elysée in Lausanne. 

RICO PUHLMANN 

“Photographs and drawings: 1955 - 1996”

A film and theatre actor, Rico Puhlmann was a German film star who went on to become a fashion photographer and illustrator as well as an interior decorator. Later he also became a stylist and filmmaker. Rico Puhlmann was above all a gifted, versatile artist who leant his incredible talent to the world of fashion in Europe and America for more than forty years.

Rico Puhlmann started his artistic career as a fashion illustrator. By the mid-Fifties his work was already in demand among the top German fashion magazines, who fought over his sketches with their light style capturing the essential structure of the clothes. The fashion magazines liked his distinctive, confident line.

The transition from illustrator to photographer was only natural. Throughout the second half of the Fifties, Rico Puhlmann collaborated with numerous German fashion publications with his unique combinations of drawings and photographs. 

In 1958 Vogue France chose to publish one of his photographs for the first time, marking the start of a partnership that was to last for forty years. 

Rico Puhlmann was one of the most prolific fashion photographers of the Seventies. He produced 251 photographs for a single issue of the German magazine Constanze, not counting the cover photo. None of the other photographers seemed to be able to keep up with his rhythm, which was as intense as it was apparently easy. 

With the innate ease of his approach, Rico Puhlmann managed to mitigate the impetuous, capricious airs of the celebrities and take their portraits. He adds an unexpected note of simplicity to the glamour of stars like Isabella Rossellini, Cindy Crawford, Mel Gibson and Calvin Klein.

His passion for fashion led him to focus on it in all his activities, including his work as a filmmaker. 

One element common to all the areas in the arts which Rico Puhlmann worked in is his preference for standing out from his colleagues by avoiding shocking or sensationalist images. He had a unique ability to understand the structure of clothes which allowed him to use very simple, everyday sets such as the living room, the corner café or the restaurant down the road. He was the predecessor of the school of photographers who prefer to focus attention on the clothes, without artificial settings or mechanical mise-en-scène far removed from the situations in which the clothes were actually likely to be worn. 

The exhibition catalogue “Photographs and drawings: 1955 – 1996” is named after the most complete selection of the German photographer’s work, ranging from Berlin in the Fifties to New York in the Nineties. Texts by photography historian William A. Ewing and fashion illustrator Adelheid Rasche draw on Rico Puhlmann’s vast archives.

Biographical Notes

Richard Georg Willi Puhlmann was born in Berlin in 1934. 

He began his artistic career as an actor, playing a starring role in the film version of the fairytale “Little Muck” as early as 1944. But after 1949 he left film and the theatre to dedicate himself to his new passion behind the lens. 

He registered at the Academy of Fine Arts in Berlin in 1951, where he focused on drawing. In the late Fifties the German fashion industry was undergoing a revival and was looking for talented illustrators. 

The Sixties saw Rico Puhlmann grow rapidly as a photographer, working with major German fashion magazines and the first foreign publications in Germany.

By the early Seventies he had become one of the world’s most prolific fashion photographers. 

In 1973 he decided to move to New York. Glamour, Harper’s Bazaar, GQ, Fashions of The Times and Vogue America commissioned some of his most important work.

In the Eighties he also worked on advertising campaigns for numerous fashion designers and cosmetics brands, including Estée Lauder, L’Oréal, Revlon, Fendi and Emanuel Ungaro.

In 1996 he died in the TWA plane crash on his last trip from New York to Paris.

