PRESS RELEASE
WEIHONG

255-0+ Tea

curated by Daniela Morera

Opening Saturday 25th February 2006 

from 3.00 pm to 8.00 pm 
Weihong will attend the opening

Interactive Art Installation:

Thursday 23th, Friday 24th from 12.00 am to 7.00 pm 

Saturday 25th February 2006 from 12.00 am to 20.00 pm
Weihong invites you to take part to the ceremony of the tea. Hosts will be photographed while they savour a cup of tea. Portraits will be part of the project 255-0+Tea and they’ll join (with) the New York, Houston (United States) and Dali (Cina) images that are in the exhibition.

From 26th February to 26th March 2006

Tuesday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday 10.30 am – 7.30 pm

Wednesday and Thursday 10.30 am – 9.00 pm

Monday 3.30 pm – 7.30 pm 

Thanks to Zanotta

Galleria Carla Sozzani

Corso Como 10 – Milano

Tel. 02.653531 – Fax 02.29004080

E-mail: press@galleriacarlasozzani.org
Sito: http://www.galleriacarlasozzani.org/

WEIHONG

255-0+Tea

255 - 0 + Tea is an interactive installation created for Galleria Carla Sozzani, it is the fourth stage of an itinerant project of the Chinese artist Weihong and it is the first artist’s exhibition in Europe.

The project is inspired by the concept of Yin and Yang, that is at the base of the artistic search of Weihong. As it is known, the relation between the two elements creates interaction and exchange, tension and harmony.

From this consideration Weihong created a project in which art is seen like an exchange space.

The title of the exhibition comes from the digital numbers: “255”, that identifies pure white and “0”, that identifies total black. “Tea” in this installation represents the selected mean for creating an interaction.
Adapting the project to the diversity of the places that accommodate it Weihong creates a space perfectly divided in equal parts between white and black. In Galleria Carla Sozzani space, a central box, divided as the Yin and the Yang is the heart of the exhibition / performance, where the ceremony of the tea will carry out: the artist will have a tea with the visitors in the setting she has created for. All is white or black, the cups, the tables, the teaspoons, and a demarcation line divides two zones: the “255” one and the “0” one. In this way the occasion for a series of relationships is created: between the various visitors gathered for this ceremony, between the visitors and the artist, between the public and the space created from the artist in order to receive it and to introduce the project.

Weihong will takes photos of the ceremony of the tea and its guests, documenting to the attitudes and the actions of its interlocutors.
Around to this big "Box" that accommodates the ceremony, a series of three-dimensional and bidimensional digital images shows the visitors/guests of the 255 - 0 + Tea installation in New York, Houston (USA) and Dali (China). Two series of Chinese ideograms complete the setting, five video-installations obtained by the elaboration of  these experiences and the boxes of the tea, that contain the leaves used during the three previous ceremonies and now sealed and dried up.

BIOGRAPHY
1965 Weihong born in Taiyuan, Shangxi, China. 

1989 she ends the B.F.A. at Central Academy of Fine Arts of Beijing, China.
1992, she becomes American citizen.
1995, she moves to Houston (Texas, USA) she begins a very big series of exhibition in the United States. 
She lives and works in Houston, where she teaches Chinese writing, as artistic form e oriental philosophy in the School of Continuing Studies, Rice University, Houston

She’s married with Paul Kronfield, oceanographer. 
PERSONAL EXHIBITIONS
2005, Peel Gallery, Houston, A Space with Foam, interior installation. 

2004, Redbud Gallery, Houston, Weihong: 255 – 0 + GuZheng.
2003, Yak Gallery, Dali, China, Weihong: 255 – 0 + Tea, 20 days’ interactive installation.
2002, Positive/Negative Space Gallery, Houston, Weihong: 255 – 0 + Tea,  36 days’ interactive installation.

2001, Lawndale Art Center, Houston, Weihong: Golden Dragon Diary, interactive installation created specifically for the place.

2000, Joan Wich & Co. Gallery, Houston, Weihong: Site-Specific Painting/Performance, videos and photographs.
Neumann Library, University of Houston, Clear lake, Texas, Weihong: Ch’i-Line 2, public installation created specifically for the place (exhibition inserted in the ArtWired International)
1998, Takara Gallery, Houston, Weihong: New Paintings.
Haiqing Art Center, Tsingtao, China, Weihong: I Ching, International Artist’s Open Studio Show

1997, SOFA Gallery, Sam Houston State University, Huntsville, Texas, Weihong: Retrospective,1987-1997, retrospective .
1988, National Art Gallery, Beijing, Weihong Art Works Exhibition

www.weihong.org 

weihong@geoprobe.org" 

weihong@geoprobe.org

Burgoyne Rd #202
 – Houston – TX – 77063 – USA
Tel/Fax+1.713.974.3025

WEIHONG   255 – 0 + TEA  Interactive Art Installation and Performance

The T' ai Chi, is the symbol of the Yin and Yang, positive and negative, that sign, commercialized by now to the bitter end, that seems the skilful and elegant joint of two spermatozoa, one white with a black eye and one black with a white eye. The connection of two opposite seeds produces a continuous evolution. A constant flowing produces I-Ching, the change. Just what inexorably accompanies our existence.

This is the point of view of Weihong, artist sino-American, born in the Chinese Shangxi, who lives from many years in Houston, Texas. If it appears obvious that she doesn’t want to lose the contacts with the foundations of her culture is  much less obvious the way in which she succeeds to elaborate that type of information, to fuse them with today’s experiences in order to produce multimedia installations and to interact with them.

She takes control of the digital symbols of the white "255" and of the black "the 0", (255 and 0 represent respectively the 100 percent of white and the 100 percent of black) and she incorporates them with the ceremony of the tea, the unstoppable sliding of the water course, brushstrokes, tea-boxes, images that she encompasses in the web and photographic that for the Milan exhibition she has developed, in world-wide preview, in 3D version.


She moves in the cities of the world photographing the citizens of various ethnic groups inviting them to take a tea with her, she collects therefore various humours, gestures, appearances, points of encounter, provocations, rebellions. Nourishing herself of them, she stirs them positive with negative, east with  west, white with black, tradition with innovation. She collects all in her nomadic "caravan" and the resulting emanation is a space of transition, of interaction where people who take part in the art event become the object of art in continuous mutation. "Exactly as the life" declares the artist. Exactly as it would have to be art today that wants to have a sense in the existence.

                                                                                               Daniela Morera

