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DANIEL GUSTAV CRAMER
Trilogy
The research of young German photographer Daniel Gustav Cramer revolves around natural landscapes, represented by suggestive images possessing a peculiar symbolic poignancy. 
The exhibition Trilogy, presented for the first time in its entirety, consists of three series: Woodland, Underwater and Mountain. In every series Cramer explores apparently uncontaminated environments, in which the human element disappears restoring Nature’s primeval power, a force disturbing and fascinating at the same time. The landscapes presented, void of elements allowing a proper geographical identification, are no longer real and recognizable: they become places imbued with an ancestral, powerful force. The result is made even more mysterious due to a purposefully dimmed light, with a predominance of dark areas and sombre nuances, typical of extreme habitats photographed without the help of artificial light.
Woodland series presents images of forests in which light pours but slightly, an archetypical forest brimming with lush vegetable life, but also somewhat smothering. The whole picture frame is occupied but the shiny dark green of the foliage, and by the brownish nuances of the barks.
In Underwater Cramer challenges the abysses without professional filters, simply relying on the scarce light penetrating from the surface. The subdued landscape, in the dark, looks inaccessible and menacing in its cold isolation.

Finally, in Mountain, Cramer follows an opposite movement, not towards the depths of the sea but to the extreme highs of earth. The mountains he portrays are shrouded in white vapour, as they have been generated by a vision. Only partially visible, they look aloft and untouchable like stone idols, indifferent to human life’s transience. 
The absence of an human element of any kind and the structure of the image, hardly encapsulated in the print, makes it even harder for the observer to define proportions and to figure out dimensions, width and range of the landscapes portrayed.

For his evocative style, Cramer has been likened to the poets of the German Romanticism, whose inspiration was partly supported by the search for an untamed powerful state of Nature, in contrast to the order and symmetry of the urbanized landscape.

Cramer’s search, both inwards and outwards, looks for those dark zones typical of modernity-related doubts and anxieties, of the dissent towards all things artificial, with the awareness that it is that same artifice that allows us to penetrate darkness and make it visible, although only partially. 

Biography
Daniel Gustav Cramer was born in Neuss, Germany, on June 9th, 1975. 

In 2003 he graduated from the Royal College of Art in London.  

For the Woodland series, in November 2005 he won the prestigious Jerwood Photography Award, from the Jerwood Foundation in London.
Currently, he lives and works between Berlin and London. 
Woodland series was displayed for the first time in 2004 at the Domobaal gallery in London and at the Van der Grinten Galerie in Cologne, whereas Underwater was first shown for the first time in London in 2006, again at the Domobaal gallery. Mountain, the third and final part of the trilogy, is here presented for the first time.

