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Maison Martin Margiela Artisanal Collection
at Galleria Carla Sozzani

From February 11th to March 4th 2007, for the first time ever in Italy, Galleria Carla Sozzani will host a selection of pieces from the Maison Martin Margiela Artisanal Collection. The selection will include the most emotionally and creatively important pieces the Maison has created over the years to the present day.

Since its beginnings in 1989, Maison Martin Margiela has accompanied its prêt-à-porter collection with garments, accessories and objects defined by the name “Artisanal”. The Maison’s creative inspiration is born from a poetic conception of imperfections: “our most important source of inspiration has always been the extremes and the changes of every day life”.
The research of used and new materials across the globe, and the belief that these garments and objects may be given a second life, while respecting and maintaining the traces of the passage of time and use, remains one of the keystones of the Maison’s creative expression.
Each garment is reworked entirely by hand at the Maison’s atelier in Paris. The complexity and specificity of each step of such a creative process of transformation naturally limits the quantity of garments produced, while the individuality of the materials used to create each garment ensures its exclusivity.
The label, numbered 0 for women and 0/10 for men is either sewn in, embossed or stamped depending on the material used to create the garment or accessory.

Maison Martin Margiela

Martin Margiela was born in Belgium, and is a graduate of the Antwerp Royal Academy of Fine Arts.
The Maison Martin Margiela was founded in 1988, and in October 1988 presented its first prêt-à-porter collection  for spring/summer 1989. This collection carries a completely white rectangular label attached by four stitches apparent on the exterior of unlined garments.
Line 10, the first men collection of the house, was created ten years later (1999).
In 1994 the Maison launched its first “AIDS T-shirt”. Since then, the T-shirt is proposed each season in a different colour. Part of the profits are donated to benefit a research foundation against the AIDS virus.
The other Maison’s lines are: 4 and 14, respectively wardrobes for women and men; 11, a collection of accessories and 22 a collection of shoes, both for women and men; MM6, a less design driven collection for woman.

Today, there are eleven Maison Martin Margiela shops around the world.
The use of white, with all its different shades, tones and texture, as universal colour and the decorative signature have always characterized the Maison Martin Margiela.
Exhibitions since 1989
Palais Galliera, Musée de la Mode et du Costume, Paris.


‘Le Monde selon ses createurs’. 1991


‘Histoires du Jeans’
 1994/5

Musee de L’Art Moderne de la ville de Paris, Paris


‘L’Hiver de l’Amour’
 1993

PS1, New York





‘L’Hiver de l’Amour’ 1993
Museo Pecci, Prato, Italy.


‘Fellini: Costumes and Fashion’ 1995/6


Exhibition later toured to London, Miami 


and Stockholm.

Palais des Beaux-Arts, Bruxelles.


‘Mode & art 1960-1990’  1995/6

The Museum at FIT, 
The Fashion Institute of Technology, New York.


Many exhibitions including:


‘ Fifty Years of Fashion, New Look to Now’ 1997/8

Groninger Museum, Groningen, Netherlands.


‘Theatre de la Mode’
(Video Presentation) 1997

Musee de L’Art Contemporain de Marseille &

Musee de la Mode, Marseille, France.


Participation in many exhibitions including:


‘Le Mode au Corps’
 1996.

Maison de la Photographie, Paris


Gotscho with Nan Goldin, 
‘Photographies Habilles Par’ 1996

Musée de la Mode et du Textile, Paris.


‘Touches d’Exotisme’ 1998/9

Fri-Art Centre D’Art Contemporain Kunsthalle,

Fribourg, Switzerland.


‘Art et Mode: Fashion Video’ 1998

Flemish Regional Government, City of Antwerp,

At the Centro Cultural de Belem, Lisbon, Portugal.


‘Fascinating Faces of Flanders/ 

Two hours wide or two hours long.’ 1998

Musee des Beaux Arts, Antwerp, Belgium.


‘Fascinating Faces of Flanders/ 

Two hours wide or two hours long.’ On tour  1998/9

k/haus Künstlerhaus, Vienna, Austria.


‘Fast Forward’  1999

Flanders fashion Institute, Antwerpen, Belgium.


‘Geometrie’  1999

Flanders Fashion Institute, in San Franscico, USA


‘Geometrie’ On tour
  1999

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, USA


‘Rock style’  1999

UK Arts Council at The Light House, Glasgow,

Scotland.


‘Arts 2000’  1999

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, at

The Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum, Cleveland, USA.


‘Rock style’  2000

k/haus Künstlerhaus, touring to Logan Galleries,

San Franscisco, California.


‘Fast Forward’
On tour  2000

The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York, at

The Barbican Centre, London.


‘Rock style’  2000

The Museum at FIT, 

The Fashion Institute of Technology, New York.


‘ Belgian fashion Design’
 2001

The V&A, London, U.K.


‘Radical fashion’ 2001

Cooper Hewitt, Smythsonian, Washington D.C., USA

‘Rock Ages’ 2002
UCAD, Parigi, Francia


‘L’homme paré’ 2005

The Center for Architecture, New York City, USA


‘The Architecture of Fashion’ 2006

Le Bon Marché, Parigi, Francia


Retrospective dedicated to the AIDS t-shirt  2006

MUDAC, Losanna, Svizzera


‘Design, vous avez dit Design?’ 2006

Palais Galliera, Parigi, Francia


‘Show Time’
 2006

Nef du Grand Palais, Parigi, Francia


‘La force de l’art’ 2006

Museum of fine Arts, Boston, USA


‘Fashion Shows: Paris collection 2006’
 2006

Museum of Contemporary Arts, Los Angeles

‘Skin+Bones’
 2006
LACMA, Los Angeles

‘The Mode Breakers’ 2006

Permanent Exhibition
Palais Galliera, Paris.

Musée de la Mode et du Textile, Paris.

Fonds National D’Art Contemporain, Paris.

Musee de la Mode, Marseille, France.

Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

FIT Museum, New York.

The Victoria and Albert Museum, London.

Museum Boijmans van Beuningen, Rotterdam, Netherlands.
Centraal Museum, Utrecht, Netherlands.

Flanders Fashion Institute, Antwerp, Belgium.

Brooklyn Museum of Art, New York.

Kyoto Costume Institute, Japan.
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