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WORLD PRESS PHOTO

Every year since 1955, an independent jury of experts, chosen among renewed international personalities, is called to express itself on thousands photos that are submitted to World Press Photo Foundation in Amsterdam by photojournalists, agencies, magazines and newspapers. 

World Press Photo Contest is one of the most important prizes for photojournalism: 

It is a unique occasion to review and discover the most beautiful and significant images that have documented and illustrated facts and events on international magazines and newspapers. 

World Press Photo is not just an exhibition of beautiful images: more, it is a historic document that let the viewer go through crucial moments of our times. 

The international fame of World Press Photo and the hundreds of thousands visitors that attend the exhibition every year, testify the power of image to transcend cultural and linguistic differences and reach a consistent and immediate level of communication. 

The exhibition presents the prizewinning photographs for each of the ten categories and travels worldwide to important museums and galleries; the only condition to be respected is to show every photo of the show without any form of censorship.  

In order to guarantee this, a representative of World Press Photo is in charge of supervising and directing the installation of the exhibition. 

In Italy, World Press Photo is simultaneously shown in Rome and Milan. In Milan the exhibition is coordinated by Grazia Neri and hosted at Galleria Carla Sozzani; in Rome it is organized by Contrasto and is on display at the Museum of Rome in Trastevere. 

World Press Photo of the Year
The international jury of the 50th annual World Press Photo Contest selected a color image of the US photographer Spencer Platt of Getty Images as World Press Photo of the Year 2006.

The picture shows a group of young Lebanese driving through a South Beirut neighborhood devastated by Israeli bombings. The picture was taken on 15 August 2006, the first day of the 

ceasefire between Israel and Hezbollah when thousands of Lebanese started returning to their homes.

World Press Photo jury chair Michele McNally describes the winning image: “It’s a picture you can keep looking at. It has the complexity and contradiction of real life, amidst chaos. This photograph makes you look beyond the obvious.”

This year 4,460 professional photographers from 124 countries entered 78,083 images in the most prestigious annual international competition in press photography. The judging sessions took place in Amsterdam from 27 January to 8 February. The jury gave prizes in 10 theme categories to 58 photographers of 23 nationalities from: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, France, Germany, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Japan, Mexico, the Netherlands, Nigeria, Norway, Palestinian Territories, People’s Republic of China, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, United Kingdom and the USA.

Among the winners of each category, five are Italian.
The official website www.worldpressphoto.org presents the edition in all its details and provides a gallery of all winning images.

World Press Photo has two corporate sponsors worldwide –Canon and TNT- and receives support from the Dutch Postcode Lottery.

The following awarded photographers are represented in Italy by Grazia Neri

Peter van Agtmael / Polaris [General News]

Massimo Berruti  [Contemporary Issues]

Mathias Braschler & Monika Fischer  [Portraits]

Pep Bonet [Sports Features]

Agnes Dherbeys / Cosmos / Eve [News Stories]

Denis Darzacq / Agence Vu [Arts and Entertainment]
Bruno Fert / In Visu [Contemporary Issues]
Jan Grarup [General News]
David Klammer / Visum [Sports Features]

Jon Lowenstein / Aurora [Daily Life]

Meyer / Tendance Floue  [Arts and Entertainment]

Fayez Nureldine /Agence France-Presse [Nature]

About World Press Photo Foundation

World Press Photo Foundation is an independent, nonprofit organization based in The Netherlands supporting and promoting professional press photographers internationally.

One of the principal aims of the Foundation is to organize the world's largest and most prestigious annual press photography contest: prizewinning photographs are assembled into a travelling exhibition that is visited by over two million people in some 45 countries worldwide. A yearbook presenting all prizewinning entries is published annually in six languages. 

The Foundation has a permanent staff of 25 people working for it during the year.

The Foundation is also keen to organize events in which the best international photographers can discuss current topics in photojournalism. 

Every year the award ceremony is preceded by a two-days event of lectures and seminars, with the participation of several experts from the field: this is an occasion for photographers, picture editors and journalists from all over the world to meet. 

The independence of the Foundation guarantees its efficiency and freedom in being an open link between people coming from different realities.

World Press Photo Foundation is also present in developing countries to encourage and divulge the use of copyright for commercial photography and teach the editing processes of photo reportages.

World Press Photo has been organizing seminars and workshops all over the world (Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bangladesh, Argentina, Peru, Colombia, Brazil, Zimbabwe, India), with the intention of contributing to the development of more democratic societies and assure a stronger transfer of knowledge. 

These seminars are a fundamental part of the activities of the foundation.

Since 1994, World Press Photo has been organizing the JOOP SWART Masterclass, an outstanding educational project for young photographers to perfect their skills. The program is free and photographers are selected by a jury of experts; it is held in Autumn in Amsterdam by qualified teachers from different fields of photojournalism.  

For more information, please visit www.worldpressphoto.nl

