ARNE JACOBSEN

(1902 - 1971, Denmark)

Arne Jacobsen was born in Copenhagen in 1902. He has been of the most important designer in the XX century. In 1924 he graduated from the Technical College of Copenhagen and he gained entrance to the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts, School of Architecture. The following year he went to French and Italy to study. In the 1927 he obtain a degree from the school of architecture. In the 1928 he was awarded with Gold Medal for his National Museum of Klampenborg project proposal. He also won the first prize for The home of Future in 1929 planned with F. Lassen. In the following years Arne Jacobsen designed Bellevue residencies near Copenhagen (1930 - 1935) and Stelling House (1937 – 1938). In 1943 he moved to Sweden where he stayed until the end of the Second World War. Here Arne Jacobsen worked on wall hanging, fabric and design in general. In 1952 he realised “The Ant”, a chair with three legs, for Danish company Fritz Hansen. He was awarded with the Honor Prize at the São Paulo Biennial in 1954. A year later the design the town hall of Rødrove and presents the chairs “Series 7”. In 1956 he taught at the Royal Acadmy of Fine Arts of Copenhagen, until 1965. In the same year he designed the SAS Royal Hotel in Copenhagen. “The Egg” chair was designed in 1958 and produced by Fritz Hansen. In 1962 the Danish Architect’s Association confered him the Gold Medal of Honor. He also became honorary member of the America Institute of Architects in 1963. in 1965 he became member of Accademia Nazionale di San Luca in Rome. A year later the Oxford University of England conferred him the Degree Honoris Causa. One of the last assignement he received was the design the HEW office spaces in Hamburg. He died in Copenhagen in 3rd March 1971.
