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Muga Miyahara

“Tokonoma & “A Memory of a Fish is There”
Muga Miyahara was born and raised in Tokyo, where he obtained his Bachelor degree in Fine Arts at the College of Visual Arts. 

Den gallery of Tokyo organizes his first solo exhibition when he is only 23 years old, and since then Miyahara starts his career as a freelance photographer. 

In 2001 he begins to work with the Japanese magazine “Image” and soon becomes a fashion photographer: during those years he collaborates with many important fashion magazines like Vogue, Elle, Harper’s Bazaar, L’Officiel, and works as artistic director for various advertising projects.
On occasion of his first Italian show, hosted at Galleria Carla Sozzani from the 8 th of March until the 6th of April, Miyahara is presenting two photographic series: “Tokonoma” &“A Memory of a Fish is There”.

“Tokonoma” literally means the “place of beauty”, and in the traditional Japanese house it is the place designated to welcome guests and dedicated to the memory of ancestors. It is usually adorned with traditional flower compositions (Ikebana) and with a handwritten rice paper parchment. By inserting unconventional elements in this room, Miyahara gives his personal interpretation of this space and its meaning in Japanese culture. 
“A Memory of a Fish is There” narrates the personal experience of Miyahara: When I was a child, I hated eating fish. But my father always insisted by starting Eat a fish! Eat a fish!” That made me feel mental agony. 

These pictures portray a naked model being forced to eat fish: through them Miyahara evokes the suffering and the uneasiness of a memory that is still vivid in his mind.  
SOLO EXHIBITION

2007  “A Memory of a Fish is There”, UP FIELD Gallery, Tokyo

2006  “A memory of a fish is there”, Sfera

2004  “Sansui and Mode”, CPF, Cortland New York

2001 “KISEKI”, Tetsuo Miyahara, Miyahara gallery

