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FLORIS NEUSÜSS
Early Works

An ancient technique like the invention of photography and that everybody can practise without a complicated equipment, a photographic image obtained without a camera, is a recurring enchantment for the contemporary artists.

The photogram: photo-sensitive paper, any kind of objects exposed to a stroke of light. It is the primary way to have photographic images.

However, if from the single negative shadow you want to cross the unknown door of art, the fact becomes complicated. Man Ray and Luigi Veronesi discover the photogram by chance; Christian Schad, Laszlo Moholy – Nagy, Eberhard Schrammer, Toni von Haken and Franco Grignani as a conscious choice.
They all choose the photogram like  an alternative and create artworks of extraordinary beauty.
Floris Neusüss prefers the photogram as the only expressive instrument. Over the years he became a master of technique and his long career as an artist and as an influential teacher defines him as “the master” of the photogram.
From 1954, when he attended the high school, he produced the early works and we can believe that it was the first process to use in a school.
Only six years later he applied this technique to reproduce a lifesized body. It was like a miracle.
Till the Neüsuss experimentation, the artists used small objects, transposed shadows, transparencies, this because of the difficulties, in the deceptive simplicity, in making pictures without a camera.
Floris Neusüss work with the figure is not only a challenge to the limits of a process but it is also and especially a new interpretation of the human being.
His images, ambiguous between recognizability and fleetingness of the representation, between reality and appereance, reveal the indefinite essence of the body and the soul.
They seem huge ectoplasms, over two meters in height, that float in the space without borders.

Bodies like metaphors that remember us the mith of the Platone’s cave and make us thinking of the knowledge of ourselves.
The illusory shadows of the cave have an intellectual and aesthetic correspondence in the “Nachtbilder” (night images) work, in which Floris Neüsuss goes over any imaginable extension of the process.
In the deep darkness of the night, he exposes sensitive paper to repeated and simultaneous flash-lamp strokes. Plants, leaves, blades of grass and bark fragments once again materialize themselves in underground interpretations of the natural universe.
In every Neüsuss series, even when he uses objects, “Tellerbilders and Faltbilders”, the finale purpose is to capture the intimate nature of this objects.
Floris  Neusüss says: “In the photogram the observer perceives the fragmentariness of the object as a mention of the reality”. Mention that stimulates us to investigate under the superficiality of the appearances.
BIOGRAPHY
1937, he was born in Lennep, Prussica renana, Germany

1954, first photogram taken with the team work at the Röntgen Gymnasium

1955-1963, he studies graphic, painting and photography at the Werkkunstschule in Wuppertal; at Bayerische Staatslehranstalt für Photographie in Munich; at Hochschule für Bildende Künste in Berlino with Heinz Hajek-Halke

1960, he makes the first body photogram
1963, he stays in Vienna
1964-1971, he opens his studio in Munich, he works as photographer to finance his artistic research
1966-1971, he teachs at the Staatliche Werkkunstschule in Kassel and experimental photography at the Kunstacademie Kassel, incorporated into the University in1971
1972, he founds the ‘Fotoforum’ gallery
1972,  he takes part of  Documenta 5, Kassel
1977, he makes  ‘Dissolutions of body’ and creates performances with photograms
1982, he makes the series ‘Fotogrammportraits’
1984, he makes ‘Nudogramme’ e ‘Nachtbilder’
1989, he makes ULO Fotogramme
1995, he is awarded with the ‘Hermann Claasen’ prize.
EXHIBITIONS
2005 
- Art International, Zürich 
- Floris Neusüss - Schattenwesen - Lichtgestalten, Kunstverein Augsburg 
- KunstKöln Messe mit in focus Galerie, Köln
2004 
- Von Körpern und anderen Dingen Museum Bochum 
- On bodies and other things Moscow House of Photography, Moskau 
- Von Körpern und anderen Dingen Deutsches Historisches Museum, Berlin 
2003 
- Neue Galerie, Kassel 
- in focus Galerie, Köln 
- On the Body and Other Things City Gallery, Prag 


- Floris M. Neusüss, Glyptothek München
2001
- Staatliche Galerie Moritzburg, Halle
1999 
- in focus Galerie, Köln
- camera work, Berlin
1997
- Rheinisches Landesmuseum, Bonn
1995
- New York, Sander Gallery
1992
- Heidelberg, Kunstverein
1983
- München, Fotomuseum
1976
- London, photographers gallery
1963
- Köln, photokina, kuratiert von L. Fritz Gruber 


BIBLIOGRAPHY
- Neusüss, Photographs 1957 - 1977, Kat. Kasseler Kunstverein

- Neusüss, Photography as art - art as photography
- Neusüss, Fotogramme - die lichtreichen Schatten, Kassel 1983
- Neusüss, Das Fotogramm in der Kunst des 20. Jahrhunderts, Köln 1990

