Norman Parkinson

(1913 -1990, England)

Norman Parkinson attended the Westminster School in London between 1927 and 1931. In 1934 he opened the Norman Parkinson Studio, specialized in portraits, with Norman Kibblewhite. The first Parkinson’s exhibition took place in 1935. In the same year Parkinson began a working relationship with Harper’s Bazaar. Between 1935 and 1940 he began a collaboration with The Bystander for which realised portraits and reportages. His first colour photography for Harper’s Bazaar is dated at 1938. During the Second World War, Norman Parkinson cooperated with the Royal Air Force and realised photos for two handouts given out all over the Europe. In 1942 he began a long collaboration with Vogue Great Britain and in 1949 with Vogue US. He became copy editor for the Queen Magazine, the most powerful fashion magazine in the Sixties. In 1963 he moved to Tobago. One year later he took a photo of the Beatles registering at the Abbey Road Studios. When the Queen Magazine’s contract expired, he came back to Condé Nast where he stayed until the mid – Seventies. He also worked as a freelance for some magazines such as Life Magazine. He became honorary member of Royal Photographic Society in 1968. In 1978 his first book was edited by Quartet and it is named Sisters under the Skin. In 1981 he was elected Commander of British Empire. He also won a prize in 1982 for his contributions to the American magazine and for his conquests in the field of photography. His first retrospective at the International Centre of Photography in New York is dated at 1983. Parkinson always mainteined he was a craftsman and not an artist. His work, following the lead of Martin Munkacsi at Harper’s Bazaar, revolutionised the world of british fashion photography in the 40’s by bringing his models from the rigid studio environment into a far more dynamic outdoor setting. Humour played a centrale role in many of his photographs which often included himself.
