Eikoh Hosoe

(1933, Japan)

Son of Shintoist priest, his family leave the native town to reach Tokyo. In 1950, when he was still young, he took photos of children of the American occupation troops. Between 1952 and 1954 he attended the Tokyo College of Photography (today called Tokyo Institute of Polytechnics) and he obtained the university degree. In 1959 Eikoh Hosoe and other photographers founded the Vivo agency (Vivo means “life” in the Esperanto language). In 1960 he exhibited the Man and Woman work and he started the Embrece series. The first edition of Ba-ra-Kei was awarded from the Critic Association Photo in 1963 and, in 1969, he edited Kamaitachi. He worked as a teacher at Tokyo Institute of Polytechnics in 1975, where he created the Shadaï Gallery. His retrospective at Musée d’Arts Modernes in Paris is dated at 1982. In 1989 he was elected Chairman of Japan committee on occasion of the sesquicentennial celebration of photography. In 1995 he was appointed of the Kiyosato Museum of Photography direction. In 2000 his retrospective Eikoh Hosoe: Photographs 1950-2000 was hosted all over the United States.

