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BEATRIZ FRANCO

“Il mare che resta”

It is a strange and enchanted world, where sea salt, the ‘white gold’, reigns overall: over landscape, over men and wildlife.
A micro-system dating million years before men inhabited the world, so rich of history that it is amazing how a so small strip of land attracted populations mythical for us.

The Phoenicians, the mysterious Phoenicians, navigated the Mediterranean Sea to set up the colony of Motya. Diodorus Siculus wrote: «It was located on an island six stadia far from Sicily, and it was embellished with many beautiful buildings, thanks to the richness of its citizens». From salt pans, the Phoenicians extracted the ‘white gold’, a very precious good for centuries, and they also collected purple dye murices – we all know these sea snails with their long-tailed shell – which they used to dye linen purple red.

Then, the Normans: in the Constitutions of Melfi, Frederick II of Hohenstaufen declared salterns a royal monopole for the richness they produced.

Sea salt is usually ‘cultivated’ in shallow artificial ponds, fed by canals and separated from sea by banks. A grid of reflecting pools coloured by soft and changing shades, and by the deep red of the hidden seaweeds.

White, light blue, orange, pink, ochre, water, salt and strips of land create a landscape of faded forms and changing colours. Sometimes a thin layer of crystals, like snow, thickens on the water surface: it’s the ‘Fleur de sel’. A scent of marine brackish and violets spreads along with the sound of wind, of sea waves and birds chirping.

We can imagine Beatriz Franco’s astonishment in front of this world, so different from anything she had experienced before.

Although fascinating and charming she didn’t let this vision and all its elements enchanted her: old wind mills, farmhouses, blinding cone-shaped heaps of salt, herons and flamingos. She took the essence out from this suggestive landscape: that final and key message which is not possible to catch observing the whole context, but that becomes visible looking at the details, where the sea leaves its precious gift, capturing the ‘taste’ of a place that no descriptive shot could communicate.

Abstract images beyond objective reality, like metaphors telling our deep emotions. They represent archetypes of sensations and feelings, fleeting from everyday perception, although remaining inevitably linked to reality. And so photography is: a reality reproduction.

Only few, Beatriz Franco among them, know how to filter the world of things through a mysterious conceptual process and build up images that resemble illusion. Lines, rhythms and colours register sound waves that vibes softly in a sort of ancestral memory: “Il mare che resta” (‘the sea that is left’) inside us.

BIOGRAPHY
Beatriz Franco was born in Salvador (Brazil) in 1976. She graduated in Psychology in 1999. Self-taught photographer, she began shooting at the age of 7. 

She studied with the Argentine painter Alejandro Kantemiroff, with him she developed the use of drawing as a tool to investigate and express the unconscious. She improved this concept in the following years through her photography work. Since 2001 she has been invited to show in numerous collective and solo exhibitions: Museu de Arte Moderna da Bahia, Museu Afro-Brasil de São Paulo, Bienal do Recôncavo, Instituto Goethe, Centro Cultural da Caixa, Aliança Francesa, Associação Cultural Brasil Estados Unidos, etc. 

She is the youngest artist included in the book “A História da Fotografia na Bahia 1839-2006”. Her work is part of the collection of MAM-BA (Modern Art Museum - Bahia). 

In 2009 the Bahia Cultural Fund assigned her a fellowship for an artistic residency in Italy.

In 2010 she won the Contemporary Brazilian Art Award of the Fundação Bienal de São Paulo, with the work realized in Italy.

Lives and works between São Paulo and Salvador, Brazil.

