Pierre Cardin

(1922, Italy / France)

In 1945 he moved to Paris where he worked first for Paquin and later for Schiaparelli. He met Jean Cocteau and Christian Berard by which realised many stage costumes and masks for Beauty and the Beast. In 1946 he worked for Christian Dior who had just opened an own atelier. Pierre Cardin founded his atelier in 1950 where he could create mainly stage costumes and theatrical masks. Three years later he introduced his first collection. In 1954 his “bulles” clothing became famous all over the world. He inaugurated his first boutique “Eve” in Paris. In 1957 he opened his second boutique “Adam” dedicated to male dress. Pierre Cardin received the appointment as ordinary teacher at fashion school of Bunka Fukusou in Japan. In 1958 he received the “young stylist” award. He presented his first female prêt-à-porter collection in 1959 at the Parisian department store “Au Printemps”. A year later he presented his fist male collection. In 1970 he opened “l’Espace Pierre Cardin” in Paris composed by a theatre, a restaurant, an art gallery end a creative furnishing studio. In 1977 he was awarded with “Dè D’Or” by the French Haute Couture designed for the most creative seasonal collection. He presented his first piece of furniture line: Utilitaires scultpures. He opened the Boutique Maxim in Paris. In 1979 he received the French Haute Couture “Dè D’or” award for the second time. He presented the man and women collection in Beijing and Shanghai. He celebrated his first thirty years activity at Metropolitan Museum in New York in 1980. He also inaugurated his office in the 57th Street.  In 1981 he took over the famous restaurant Maxim’s in rue Royal in Paris Pierre Cardin presented the retrospective over 30 years career at the Grand Palais in Paris and, an year later, in Japan.
He received his third “Dè D’or” at the French Haute Couture. In 1983 he received the Legion of Honour. He inaugurated the Maxim’s restaurant in Beijing and Rio de Janeiro. Cardin was named “Commandeur de l’ordre du Mèrite” by the French President in 1985. He also received the Oscar Fashion at the Opéra in Paris. In 1986 he signed a contract with URSS for the on-site production of man, woman and kid prêt-à-porter and to opena 10.000 m2 show room. In 1988 was named Grand Officer of Merit of the Italian Republic. In 1990 the Victoria and Albert Museum presented a Pierre Cardin retrospective on forty year of woman fashion and of thirty years of man fashion. He was promoted to the rank of “Officier” of Legion of Honor in 1991. He receive the award of the
order of the Sacred Treasure and the Gold and Silver Star, the major honour of Japan government. In 1992 he was elected as member of Fine Arts Academy. In 1994 his retrospective was organised in San Paolo, Brazil. In 1995 his first boutique Pierre Cardin was opened in Saint Petersburg. Two years later he was named Commander of Legion of Honour. The Espace Pierre Cardin inaugurated a retrospective on his fifty years activity. He presented in 2000 a retrospective in Shangai and Beijing and in 2002 in Los Angeles and Tokyo. In 2003 his retrospective arrived in Florence. In 2009 he was named Goodwill Ambassador of the Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO).
