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ARTHUR ELGORT

THE BIG PICTURE
opening Thursday 5th February 2015
from 5.00 pm to 9.00 pm

on show from Friday 6th February to Monday 6th April 2015
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Wednesday and Thursday 10.30 am – 9.00 pm
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ARTHUR ELGORT

THE BIG PICTURE
Galleria Carla Sozzani wishes to announce the exhibition Arthur Elgort: The Big Picture after twenty years from the first one. The show encompasses five decades of Arthur Elgort's work, including several original “snapshots”, a style Elgort introduced into the fashion photography vocabulary.

The photographs of Arthur Elgort created a sensation in his 1971 debut in British Vogue. He was a breath of fresh air, wafting into the world of fashion photography with freely moving models, natural light, and a reportage influence. His young and pretty models wore less make-up, were more casual and lively in front of the camera, and moved about freely in outdoor locations such as city street, pools, and beaches which characterized his style. He quickly became one of the best known and most emulated photographers. The risks that he took with his fashion pictures changed the industry. His ideas of what a ‘fashion’ photo was, opened up the possibilities of what fashion photography could be to the next generation.

He attributes much of his spontaneous and liberated style to his lifelong love of music and dance, especially jazz and ballet from the 30s to 40s. As he writes: "Some of my best pictures were taken when I wasn't "working" ​– models getting ready, people on the street, the little moments in between shots. That's when you can really capture people as they truly are and see what's underneath. It's those real moments that just can't be faked." 

Alongside his personal work, a select grouping of beautiful pictures including  Elgort’s iconic fashion photographs of the young women who would become the first generation of supermodels such as Naomi Campbell, Kate Moss, Christy Turlington, Patti Hansen, Iman, Linda Evangelista and Karlie Kloss are also on view.

biography

Arthur Elgort was born in 1940 and raised in New York City. He studied painting at Hunter College and transitioned into photography. In his long career he has worked on major advertising campaigns, as well as on French, Italian, British, and American Vogue, where he continues to work today. He has shot important advertising campaigns for fashion houses including Chanel, Valentino, Yves Saint Laurent.

His work is exhibited in the permanent collections of the International Center of Photography in New York, in the Victoria and Albert Museum in London and in the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, Texas.

Elgort has also directed two films, Texas Tenor: The Illinois Jacquet Story (1992), and the documentary Colorado Cowboy (1993) which portrays legendary cowboy Bruce Ford and won the award for Best Cinematography at the Sundance Film Festival in 1994.

In 2011 Elgort received the Board of Directors’ Special Tribute Award from the Council of Fashion Designers of America.

In 2014 he published with Steidl the extensive monograph "Arthur Elgort: The Big Picture".
