Francesca Woodman  
(1958 -1981, United States)

In 1965 Francesca Woodman and her family (both of her parents were artists) moved to Tuscany. In 1972 she attended the Abbot Academy, a private school only for girls. Here she could study art. Thanks to her teachers she could approach photography. In 1975 she attended the Rhode Island School of Design in Providence where Aaron Siskind was in the faculty. In 1977 – 78 she moved to Rome thanks to a grant given her by the Abbot Academy.  Here she started to develop the “angels” theme (On Being an Angel) and Eel Series. She obtained the B.F.A. in photography in 1979 and, in the same year, she moved to New York where she earned her’s living with many different odd jobs: secretary, photographer’s assistant, model. In 1980, Francesca Woodman was invited in MacDowell Colony residence in Peterbourgh, New Hampshire. As artist, she was provided of materials used in the photographic processing. She decided to return to New York to participate to many collective exhibitions to the Daniel Wolf Gallery. She could meet art critics as Peter Frank and Mark Kozloff. At Alternative Museum of New York she exhibited her ‘diazotipi’, photographs printed on blue or sepia papers. In 1981 the edition Some Disordered interior Geometries was printed. It is one of six photographic books planned during her roman stay. Francesca Woodman committed suicide on January 19th.
