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Recognised as the most important fashion photographer between the ’40s and the ’60s, Louise Dahl-Wolfe rose to fame working for Harper‘s Bazaar. Louise Dahl-Wolfe ushered in a new way of conceiving of fashion photography primarily through use of natural light outdoors and in the studio and choice of unusual locations such as North Africa and South America.

Louise Dahl-Wolfe was one of the first photographers to give fashion photography the connotations of lightness corresponding to the emerging new image of the American woman. In the ’30s fashion photography, under the leadership of Steichen and Hoyningen-Huene, was characterised by a sort of static elegance in which the model is the principal object in a formally perfect still-life. Louise Dahl-Wolfe gives life to a new form of photography, a delicate balance between traditional formality and the emerging informality of 35mm film, between the elite high fashion of Europe and the more democratic casual look of new American society. 

“Louise was the term of comparison against which we all measured our work,” said Richard Avedon, influenced by Wolfe’s innovative style.

Her twenty-year collaboration with Harper’s Bazaar also produced an extraordinary series of portraits: from Orson Welles to Lauren Bacall, from Coco Chanel to Edward Hopper.

 
Louise Dahl-Wolfe left Harper’s Bazaar in 1958, at the age of sixty-three, when the new editor-in-chief dared to look through her lens to see what she was photographing. “I knew I had to go, I knew it would never be the same again. This had never happened in all the years I worked there,” she says; “suddenly I lost my enthusiasm. And to me, enthusiasm was everything. The golden age of my magazine was over”.

BIOGRAPHY

1895 Born in San Francisco, the youngest of three sisters.

1914 Attends the San Francisco Institute of Art, studying painting and design for six years.

1921
Meets photographer Annie Brigman and starts taking photographs.

1923 Studies interior decoration, design and architecture in New York, then works as assistant to interior decorator Beth Armstrong in San Francisco.

1927   After her mother’s sudden death, Dahl-Wolfe undertakes a lengthy trip 

in Europe with photographer Consuelo Kanaga and meets sculptor Meyer Mike Wolfe in Tunisia. She marries him the same year in New York.

1930
Back in San Francisco, she meets Edward Weston and Dorothea Lange. She decides to dedicate herself to interior photography.

1933
Moves to New York, where she works for the magazines Woman's Home Companion and Vanity Fair.

1936 
Joins the photographers on the staff of Harper's Bazaar. For more than twenty-two years she was to work for America’s most prestigious women’s magazine as a portrait and fashion photographer.

1958 Leaves Harper's Bazaar and works for Sports Illustrated and Vogue.

1961 Decides to leave the profession and retire to New Jersey.

1975
Participates in the group show Women in Photography: An Historical Survey at the Modern Art Museum in San Francisco. 

1977
Participates in the group show The History of Fashion Photography at International Photography Museum in New York.

1979
Recollections: Ten Women of Photography opens at the International Photography Centre in New York. The travelling show goes to sixteen cities in the United States.

1981
An essay on her work is published in American Photographer.

1983
First retrospective at The Grey Art of Photography in New York. 

1985
Louise Dahl-Wolfe: A Ninetieth Birthday Salute opens at the Museum of Contemporary Photography in Chicago.

1987
Awarded an honorary degree by Moore College of Art in Philadelphia.

1989
Dies in New Jersey at the age of ninety-four.

