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MELVIN SOKOLSKY
flying bubbles

…the plastic bubble: an idea going back to childhood experiences: Fabergé eggs in the windows of A la Vieille Russie in New York; in a book about the painting of H. Bosch, including a work entitled “The garden of earthly pleasures” depicting a man and a woman inside a bubble.

All Melvin Sokolsky’s photographs reveal a successful contamination of unbounded imagination and technical skill. Sokolsky’s intent in creating his scenarios is to photograph his subjects as if clothes did not exist.

“If the clothes get more attention than the woman, to me that’s not a good photograph. It is the act of an unclothed body that is the most important thing”.

The theme of gravity which he so often explores allows the models in his photographs to fly over the streets of Paris and New York, enclosed in a huge bubble which may skim the surface of the water or rise up before the façades of the buildings. The goal is not to confuse the observer, but to create intellectual provocations “of the kind that stick in your mind even after you’ve seen them”. In his fashion photographs he needs to “create an image that reflects the subject’s complexity and has the expressive power to strike the observer and be interiorised” .

“Obsessed, obstinate, original”, a tireless experimenter with technique, he took many memorable photographs inspired by painting: from Van Eyck and Bosch to Balthus, Dalì and Reginald Marsh. His iconography comes from painting, not from photography: two disciplines which are convincingly related to one another when the photographic specimen of a painting arises out of a need to express an individual sentiment, a characteristic that clearly applies to Sokolsky’s paintings.

MELVIN SOKOLSKY

in the archives
*1- M. Sokolsky. Seeing Fashion, text by Martin Harrison, Arena Editions, Santa Fe (New Mexico), 2000

